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29th Annual Father’s Day

SUNDAY 
June19th 2016

Father’s Day Car Show 

Helping to Make Cancer a Thing of the Past...

NEW THIS YEAR MOVIE CAR 
CENTRAL: SEE HERBIE, 

KITT, BATMOBILE & MORE!

Cedarvale Park, Georgetown • 8:00am • www.classicsagainstcancer.com

ADMISSION
  General Admission  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$5
  Kids (6-16)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$3
  Kids under 6 and Kid w/adult   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . FREE
  Vehicle Admission   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$25

Cruise-in Style Show Format
• Rolly Rocker & the Hemi Heads
• Buddy Holly and Elvis Presley Tributes
• Mustang Corral, Corvette Corner, 
 Mopar Muscle and Prestige Areas
• Drive-in style Food
• Vendors of all kinds
• FREE McDonald’s Coffee
• Kids Activities
 and MUCH, MUCH, MORE!
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View From the Editor’s Desk n  

Turning Away Advertisers
Are We Stupid?
We need advertising revenue 
to cover the costs of publishing 
this high-quality magazine 
and to stay in business, yet 
lately we’ve been turning down 
some potential advertisers 
who wanted to place ads with 
us. They’ve been big ads, too.

The reason we had to 
turn them away was because 
they “made us an offer we 
had to refuse.” Saying our 
ad prices are too high, they 
named their own prices for 
what they would pay to get 
an ad in our magazine. Oh, 
they were tempting. We like 
big ads from prestigious 
advertisers. And every bit of 
revenue is most welcome.

We turned down their 
offers because we don’t feel 
right giving special price 
cuts to some people, while 
charging full prices to 
others. It’s part of our ethical 
approach to business. We 
do what we say we’ll do, we 
treat everyone fairly, we 
charge everybody the same.

If word got out that some 
advertisers got their ad spaces 
for a different price than others 
pay, our integrity would be 
shot. People would lose respect. 
We’d feel terribly guilty.

So, regretfully, we had to 
say “bye bye” to some potential 
advertisers. We told them the 
reason and said we hope they 

might consider us again, when 
their budgets allow them to 
pay what others pay. It hurts 
to think that we could have 
made more money, but we 
just can’t start down that 
slippery slope of treating some 
people differently. Our rates 
and special offers are clearly 
stated on our rate sheet, and 
our word and ethics are gold.

	
In These Pages
There is a lot to explore in this 
issue, from experiences along 
beautiful southern Georgian 
Bay, up the Bruce Peninsula 
and onto Manitoulin Island, 
to a park nestled between 
Georgetown and Brampton. 
We look at summer attractions 
in cottage country, encourage 
you to turn down your lights 
so you can look up at the 
stars, and get your feet wet 
in an urban nature park.

Gardeners will like to 
study the ideas in Canada 
Blooms’ garden that won the 
Niagara Escarpment Views 
Most Imaginative Garden 
award this year. Everyone 
will find something to love 
among the many award-
winning photographs in the 
Halton Hills Camera Club’s 
recent photo contest.

There’s more: John Bacher 
has a clear opinion of “the 
Crombie Report” which 
evaluates the many plans that 

protect and control the Niagara 
Escarpment  and other areas. 
Bruce Mackenzie shares a trip 
to Lion’s Head and a site that 
grows the beautiful Michigan 
Lily. Our regular columns 
on land conservation and 
a parcel of inherited forest 
also appear. There’s much to 
peruse while planning your 
summer excursions or relaxing 
from outdoor exertions.

We hope you enjoy what 
we’ve put together in this 
issue, and hope it helps you 

have a wonderful summer. We 
love hearing from you about 
anything, but this time, could 
you also let us know your 
answer to our burning question 
at the top of this page? As for 
turning away advertisers and 
their money, are we stupid?

Gloria Hildebrandt 
P.S. Wild animals need 
wild spaces.
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Write us at editor@NEViews.ca 
or Niagara Escarpment Views, 
50 Ann St., Georgetown 
ON  L7G 2V2

More Online!

Niagara Escarpment Views is on Facebook as: 
www.facebook.com/N.E.Views 

Keep in touch with Escarpment news between 
issues at our website. We have unique content 
not seen in the magazine, and you can leave 
comments in response. See www.NEViews.ca

LET US KNOW WHAT YOU THINK!

Gloria among the spring blossoms at the April 29 opening of the David 
Braley & Nancy Gordon Rock Garden, Royal Botanical Gardens



W
e often think of 
wildflowers as 
adorning the 
forest in the 

spring. Spring wildflowers 
take advantage of the sunshine 
in the forest before the leaves 
come out on the trees that 
shade the forest floor. After 
the trees create their canopy of 
leaves overhead, wildflowers 
mostly disappear. The Michigan 
Lily is an exception. The Lily 
starts growing in April but 
because of its large size it 
is not ready to bloom until 
the end of June when it has 
exceptional orange blossoms.

The Michigan Lily is not 
commonly found in our 
area so it is a real treat to 
come across it. A few years 
ago, some of these lilies 
popped up along the Dofasco 
Trail in Stoney Creek. The 
trail parallels the Niagara 
Escarpment and Bruce 
Trail just south of Ridge Rd. 
Running from the 11th Rd., 
called Fifty Rd. below the 
Escarpment, it terminates 
at the Devil’s Punch Bowl 
waterfalls near First Rd. 
It passes through many 
different habitats and there 
are always some surprises 
to please the trail walker.

If you find one Michigan 
Lily, you are likely to find 
a hundred or more. At the 
very east end of the Dofasco 
Trail there is a lovely woodlot 
that the trail cuts through 
just west of the 11th Line. 

Here the Michigan Lilies 
grow along the trail. Most of 
them are just on the other 
side of the fence on private 
property, but all are easily 
viewed from the trail. They 
are pretty big plants so their 
beauty can be easily enjoyed. 

One Metre Tall
Michigan Lilies are normally 
considered to be found in 
tall grass prairies in Ohio 
and Michigan and points 
west. Finding them growing 
in this woodlot is indeed 
a treat. They are perennial 
plants that sprout each year, 
growing from a corm. A corm 
acts like a bulb. The Lily’s 
corm has the appearance of 
a funny clump of white rice 
when exposed in the soil and 
each spring new plants grow 
from the corms increasing the 
numbers in the group. They 
also spread by seeds released 
in the fall. They grow up to 
almost two metres in height 
and, depending upon their 
age, the number of blooms on 
each plant will increase. As 
many as 10 blooms on one 
plant have been found. Most of 
the plants in this woodlot are 
about a metre in height with 
two or three blooms. Canada 
Day always seems to be when 
the blooms are at their peak. 
The brilliant orange show 
usually lasts until mid July.

A couple of years ago there 
was a whole new stand of 
these Lilies next to the trail 

with several hundred plants. 
But this new patch was not 
in the woodlot, just adjacent 
to it on the east side of the 
woods in a most beautiful 
meadow. Here the plants were 
growing in full sunshine and 
in full competition with the 
grasses, milkweeds and vetchs. 
Wow, what a sight but why 
that year? Lilies had not been 
seen growing here before. One 
difference that year was that 
cattle who normally graze 
in this field had not been 
put out to this pasture. Just 
maybe in the past the cows 
had taken a liking to nibbling 
on the flower heads of the 
Michigan Lilies. That year we 
thoroughly enjoyed the fact 
that the cows were somewhere 

else. We will wait to see what 
happens in future years.

So keep your eyes out for 
the brilliant orange blooms 
of the Michigan Lily along 
the Dofasco Trail. If you miss 
the Michigan Lily don’t be 
disappointed for there are 
many more flowering plants, 
including Yellow Jewelweed, 
that will be blooming along 
the trail throughout the 
summer and into October. 

Bruce Mackenzie retired 
Director of Customer Service 
of the Hamilton Conservation 
Authority, is active in various 
naturalist organizations in the 
Hamilton area and is deeply 
involved with the Save the 
Wood Lot project in Grimsby.

▲ Although there can be as many as 10 blooms per plant, these Michigan 
Lilies have two or three flowers each.

▲ Sometimes mistaken for Turk’s Cap Lilies, these are Michigans, without the 
green central star of the Turk’s Cap.

▲ Michigan Lilies growing in a sunny meadow among purple vetch, 
milkweed and tall grass near the Dofasco Trail, Stoney Creek.

Michigan Lilies in Stoney Creek
Written and photographed by Bruce Mackenzie
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From our farm to your grill

Paradise Farms 
Prime Beef Boutique
• Full butcher’s counter with a fine selection of 

Paradise Farms meat, including premium steaks, 
burgers, sausages, ground beef, lamb, and chicken

• Highest quality beef, poultry, cheeses, deli meats, 
pastry, organic and specialty food products

• Superior quality Paradise beef from our farm to the grill
• Food & meat aficionados will appreciate our finest products 

and superior service
• All natural processes, no added-growth hormones

Experience 
Paradise

PARADISEFARMS.CA

THREE LOCATIONS: 2 Thompson Crescent, 
Erin   519-315-8000

16057 Airport Road, 
Caledon East 
905-860-2000

678 Sheppard Ave E, 
Toronto   647-347-4195



SPECIAL FOCUS:

MEETING 
MOUNTSBERG’S 
RAPTORS

Country Gardens

spring 2016  (march, april, may)
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AWARD-WINNING 
NATURE DRAWINGS

Big Bay • Campbellville 
Red Bay • Wiarton

www.NEViews.ca

THE PHOTOGRAPHY 
OF JOSEPH HOLLICK:
WATERFALL IN DUNDAS

FEATURING CONSERVATION HALTON
AWARD WINNER MIKE DAVIS

▲ The Flying Chestnut Kitchen of Eugenia Falls 
served up Indian tacos.

Gordon Lightfoot a Highlight of        Greenbelt Harvest Picnic

T
he greenbelt harvest picnic on Aug. 29 at 
Christie Lake Conservation Area in Dundas 
was a celebration of the 10th anniversary of 
Friends of the Greenbelt Foundation. Also 

intended to increase awareness of local farmers and 
the eat-local movement, the event offered workshops, 
art vendors, informative exhibits as well as about 20 
musical acts performing on a large open-air stage. 

Singer-songwriter Gordon Lightfoot was a strong 
favourite. Without fanfare, after sound checks and 
technical adjustments were made, he suddenly 
appeared at the microphone, saying “Hello, I’m Gordon 
Lightfoot and reports of my death have been greatly 
exaggerated.” He proceeded to play and sing several 
numbers, including “Beautiful,” “If You Could Read 
My Mind,” “Carefree Highway,” “Did She Mention 
My Name,” “Ribbon of Darkness,” “Sundown,” “The 
Wreck of the Edmund Fitzgerald,” “Early Morning 
Rain” and as an encore, “Baby Step Back.”

His wife Kim was at the foot of the stage, 
taking photos and meeting people.

Photos by Mike Davis except where noted.
▲ Staffing the Friends of the Greenbelt Foundation information tent 
were Susan Murray and Shelley Petrie with her son Colin Anderson.

▲ At the Escarpment Biosphere Conservancy exhibit, Bob Barnett makes a point to 
Morgan Roblin with Travis Ramsay.

▲ At left, Mike Davis, with other journalists, had a few precious minutes to 
photograph Gordon Lightfoot from the pit. PHOTO BY KIM LIGHTFOOT.

▲ Aware of his surroundings, the consummate professional 
Gordon Lightfoot gives a smile for photographers without 
missing a note in his performance. 

◀ Canadian legend Gordon Lightfoot enthralled 
the audience with his range of popular songs.

▶ In the journalists’ pit at the edge of the stage, 
Mike Davis met Lightfoot’s wife Kim.
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The Shoes of a Hiker
“A journey of a lifetime. A journey for a life cut short.”

W
hen Rob Simmt’s 
wife Beth died 
in 2012, so did 
their dream of 

sharing the achievement of 
walking the entire Bruce Trail. 
One year later, Rob renewed 
the plan, and started an end-
to-end hike in Beth’s memory. 

“Instead of Beth it was her 
boots that accompanied 
me,” he says. He carried her 
shoes with him as a way of 
finishing what they started.

Rob and Beth had only 
been married 10 years. Their 
first date was in 2001, when 
they celebrated her birthday 
at Webster’s Falls. “I believe 
we fell in love on that icy 
trail next to the fast running 
water,” he remembers. They 
married in January 2002. 

“That summer, we decided to 
hike the complete trail. We 
became Bruce Trail hikers. 
Our goal became to hike 
the trail end to end in our 
own time, in our own way.”

Beth’s work colleague 
Sharon Vanoosten heard about 
the plan and she and husband 
Bill decided to join in. “We 
would do this together,” says 
Rob. “The four of us enjoying 
a great footpath to Tobermory. 
The four of us only hiked one 
weekend at Rattlesnake Point.”

Beth died of cancer 
on May 31, 2012.

Honouring Beth
“Something special needed 
to happen to honour Beth,” 
Rob continues. “With many 
friends and great effort we 
had two very successful golf 
tournaments. We raised over 
$20,000 for the Bruce Trail. As 
a result of these efforts there 
is now a permanent plaque 
located at Thirty Creek near 
Beamsville in her honour.”

Retracing the steps he had 
taken with Beth, on June 1, 
2013, Rob started his memorial 

hike at the southern cairn of 
the Bruce Trail in Queenston. 

“This was a time to reflect,” he 
says. “I know Beth was with me.”

Bill and Sharon joined 
him where the four of them 
had left off. “We would finish 
what we started, we were all 

in. We did day hikes on a 
regular basis, usually around 
20 km. We hiked in all four 
seasons, the cool, often wet 

and muddy spring, the hot and 
buggy summer, the wonderful 
fall colours and the snow of 
the winter. Weather became 
secondary as we just enjoyed 
the trail. Some thought us crazy 
as we never called off a day of 
hiking, rain, snow, ice, hot, cold 
or just plain perfect. It was great 
to be on the trail and I wouldn’t 
have wanted any one else with 
me. Bill and Sharon are great 
hikers, after-hikers and people. 
The Bruce trail offered us many 
adventures, climbs, descents, 
crevices, rivers, waterfalls, too 
many to write about. We all 
knew Beth was with us as 
she made sure to play a few 
tricks on us but mostly she 
presented her wonderful smile 
in the reflections, rainbows 
and even the northern lights.”

Rob made a life-changing 
decision to retire to Costa Rica, 
which meant he had to finish 
the hike by the end of 2015. He 
and the Vanoostens decided 
to make monthly three-day 
hikes of 50 km, finishing 
with a week-long hike at the 
end. To celebrate their final 
84 kms, they rented a cottage 
at Cape Hurd with a hot tub 
and invited people to stay.

“My step daughter Nicole, 
Beth’s daughter, Bill and 
Sharon’s son Brad, my 
daughter Nicole — yes, two 
Nicoles, and Bill and Sharon’s 
daughter Kari along with her 
boyfriend Ryan all helped 
us celebrate throughout the 
week,” Rob recounts. “On 
Friday Oct 9 at 2:45 P.M. we 
touched the northern cairn. 
We finished what we started.”

▲ A sight Beth didn’t get to see. Rob Simmt looks at a Bruce Trail waterfall. Beth’s hiking shoes (inset) are attached 
to his backpack. PHOTO BY BILL VANOOSTEN.

▲ Bill and Sharon Vanoosten with Rob Simmt. PHOTO SUBMITTED.

▲ During the Bruce Trail end-to-end adventure: Rob and Beth Simmt, Sharon and Bill Vanoosten. PHOTO SUBMITTED.

▲ Four of the nine supportive co-workers who call themselves Team B.S., for Beth Simmt, toasting her memory, from left: 
Toni Castelli, Cheryl Dimercurio, Sharon Vanoosten and Diane Westveer. The plaque, at Thirty Mile Creek near Beamsville, 
reads “In memory of Beth Simmt. She loved every step she hiked. We hike for and with her.” PHOTO BY ROB SIMMT.

Rob’s website www.bethsbootsahiking.com documents this journey. 

The song on the site was written to mark the hike. 

Donations to The Bruce Trail in honour of Beth would be appreciated. 

Cheques marked “In honour of Beth Simmt” can be mailed to 

The Bruce Trail Conservancy, P.O. Box 857, Hamilton ON L8N 3N9.

MORE
INFO:

“Instead of Beth it 

was her boots that 

accompanied me,” 

says Rob Simmt. 

“I know Beth was 

with me.”
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I was given a copy of “Niagara 
Escarpment Views” (Spring 
2016) while I participated in 
a tour with Niagara Nature 
Tours Owl Prowl yesterday. 
Your magazine is superb — in 
all ways. Yes, even as your 
survey stated, “right down to 
the quality of paper.” It should 
be required reading for those 
in your distribution area of 
Southern Ontario. So much 
to learn! So much to enjoy! 
Please begin my subscription 
with the edition after Spring 
2016. I look forward to 
receiving that copy. Thank you.

E. Brook Wilson, Burlington

Hi Mike, Just wanted to 
thank you for the box of 
Views the other day! Your 
magazine is fabulous. One 
of our regular customers, a 
hiker, saw it in Owen Sound 
(I think) and wondered why 
we hadn’t received it here 
at the Visitors Information 
Centre. She was delighted 
to hear it was delivered. You 
and Gloria certainly put a lot 
into it. Thank you so much!

Susan Reynolds, Tourism 
Officer, Orangeville Visitor 

Information Centre

Really like your magazine but 
I’m also fond of wild places 
and preserving as much 
biodiversity as possible in 
Canada’s countryside. Your 
photo article on ephemeral 
wild flowers contains an 
imposter! Common Coltsfoot 
is not native to North America 
and can become invasive, thus 
limiting diversity where it 
exists. Northern sweet coltsfoot 
(Petasites frigidus) is native but 
not ephemeral. All the other 
plants mentioned are native 
in many Niagara escarpment 
areas. May I suggest Virginia 
bluebells, squirrel corn or 
Dutchman’s breeches? 

Maureen Baker, 
Campbellville

I am reaching out to you on 
behalf of the Tourism London 
team to request brochures 
from your region. We would 
appreciate it if you could send 
us 50 copies of your brochure 
when they become available. 

Nelia Gubbels, 
Tourism London

The Spring 2016 Issue arrived in our mailbox today here at Rural Rootz 
Natural Reserve. Great stuff including an article about the gardens 
here, Earthbound, Keppel Croft and a fantastic country garden near 
Campbellville… Thanks Gloria and Mike for a great job well done. Our 
pleasure seeing so much good news from “Along The Rock” especially 
stories about my old stomping grounds around Dundas. The Borer’s 
falls picture is beyond words, I can almost smell the lilacs.

Tom and Dee Ashman, South Bruce Peninsula

Thank you for all the great photos and lavish words about 
Gordon. It made him smile. And I laughed at seeing my name 
in the photo credits. I am a published photographer thanks to 
you! I am still reading the magazines and enjoying the articles 
and photos. I see you are the award winner of the Conservation 
Halton Awards. I looked it up. That is an honor. It was fun to 
meet you, and see you at another event. 

Kim Lightfoot, Toronto

I received my copies of the spring 
issue, thank you for helping us 
spread our story and adventure. 
I will be giving friends and family 
a copy or at least let them read it. 
Very well done magazine.

Pura Vida, Rob Simmt, 
Niagara Falls

WE VALUE YOUR VIEWS!
Write to: 
Niagara Escarpment Views
50 Ann St., 
Georgetown ON L7G 2V2
Email: editor@NEViews.ca
Comment through: 
www.NEViews.ca

Photos by Mike Davis except where noted.

B
efore the leaves of deciduous trees open fully in the 
forest, many different plants appear and bloom briefly 
close to the ground. Although some are rare and may be 
difficult to find, others are common in natural woodland. 

Enjoy their brief displays of beauty, as they are epemeral, or able 
to last only one or a few days. There is no reason to pick them, 
as they don’t make good cut flowers. Some nurseries may sell 
them for planting in your own shady garden or woodland.

▲ Cut Leaf Toothwort, dentaria laciniata, renamed cardamine concatenata 
The flowers are in four parts, and can be white to pinkish. Leaves are in three parts 
but can look like a five-part leaf, resembling a hand.

▲ Marsh Marigold, caltha palustris  Grows in shallow swamps, ditches and wet 
woodland. Hollow stems take up a lot of water. Cut flowers in a vase may need 
water refilling every day.

▲ Spring Beauty, claytonia caroliniana? or claytonia virginica?  Only the width of 
the leaves distinguish the Latin names. Flowers are white to pink, striped, star-shaped 
clusters. One of the most common wildflowers in woodlands.

▲ Trout Lily, Dogtooth Violet, erythronium americanum  Can carpet large areas of 
forest although most will be spotted leaves, with only a few flowers in bloom. It may 
take seven years for one plant to flower. Spreads by its roots.

Common Spring Ephemeral Wildflowers

▲ Coltsfoot, tussilago farfara  Sometimes mistaken for dandelions, coltsfoot 
blooms earlier and before the leaves appear, growing in roadsides, poor soils and 
damp woodland. Small leaves along the stems distinguish it from dandelions. 
Flowers are edible.

▲ Bloodroot, sanguinaria  Fond of woodlands, this early spring bloomer begins 
with leaves curled around the solitary stem, with one white flower per plant. Petals 
open in warm sunlight and will close when cold. The plant’s name comes from dark 
red sap in the stems and roots, said to be poisonous. PHOTO BY GLORIA HILDEBRANDT
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n readers & viewers

There are 23 gardens that are members of the group 
Rural Gardens of Grey and Bruce Counties. The 

three gardens featured here, Earthbound, Keppel 
Croft  and Rural Rootz, are founding members.

Earthbound Gardens at 
the Bruce Peninsula’s Red 
Bay is a vast nursery with 

demonstration gardens.

Since 1977, Dawn and Bill 
Loney have been creating vast 

art-filled gardens at Keppel 
Croft, north of Owen Sound.

Rural Rootz Nature Reserve 
near Wiarton shows that lavish 
gardens can be nurtured among 
Escarpment rocks and trees.Gardens

BY GLORIA HILDEBRANDT   n  PHOTOS BY MIKE DAVIS

GREY-BRUCE
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View of the Crombie Report n  

Forgetting the Lessons 
of Planning History

By John Bacher

S
ince 1985 with the 
adoption of the Niagara 
Escarpment Plan and 
reforms achieved by 

the Greenbelt Plan of 2005, 
the Niagara Escarpment 
has enjoyed the Ontario’s 
most effective land use 

planning system to enhance 
the protection of the natural 
environment. This is for good 
reason, with such wonders 
as old-growth but miniature 
bonsai-like cedar forests, 
vulnerable to human pressures.

The ancient relics on 
the Escarpment brow are 
supplemented by a variety of 
important ecosystems, such 
as wetlands which form the 
headwaters of native Brook 
Trout streams. The Niagara 
Escarpment supports 300 
bird species, 53 mammals, 36 
reptiles and amphibians, 90 
fish and 100 varieties of special 
interest plant life, including 
37 types of wild orchids.

While forest cover in most 
of southwestern Ontario fades 
from 25 per cent in 1970 
to 18 per cent today, that 
of the Niagara Escarpment 
continues to grow. It is now at 
a level of 48 per cent. This is 
encouraged by development 
control, which encourages 
reforestation as a site 
condition for redevelopment.

Two years ago the 
importance of the Escarpment 
Plan and its complementary 
development control system 
was shown when Dufferin 
County repealed its forest 
protection bylaw. Now the 

only area of the county where 
privately owned forests 
remain protected is the 
corridor protected by the 
Niagara Escarpment Plan.

The Niagara Escarpment 
Plan, the Greenbelt Plan, 
the Oak Ridges Moraine 
Conservation Plan and the 
Growth Plan are now all going 

through a process of public 
review. Last year the provincial 
government appointed a 
six-person panel, headed by 
former Toronto mayor David 
Crombie, to review the plans. 
The recommendations released 
shortly before Christmas form 
a report called “Planning 
for Health, Prosperity and 
Growth.” It has been popularly 
described in the press as 
the “Crombie Report.”

Attack on Control
The essence of the Crombie 
report is a call to roll back 
reforms in provincial plans 
to protect the Niagara 
Escarpment and other 
rare landscapes. One of 
the most infamous is its 
attack on development 
control, administered by 
the Niagara Escarpment 
Commission (NEC).

Without acknowledging 
how development control 
has encouraged the 
improvement of forest cover 
on the Escarpment, Crombie 
ridicules and attacks it. In his 
view the system contributes 
to “significant delays” and 

“duplication of review.” Also 
alleged are, “lengthy and 
expensive hearing processes” 
and “impediments to rural and 

agricultural economies.” He 
calls for unspecified changes 
that would “streamline the 
process and reduce the 
duplication of effort.”

Allow Urban Expansion
Another disturbing aspect of 
Crombie’s recommendations is 
an end to the freeze imposed 
by the Greenbelt Plan on urban 
expansions in the Escarpment 
Rural Area. This could lead 
to a wave of urbanization 
on scenic farmlands near 
such important Escarpment 
landscapes as the Devil’s 
Punchbowl, Rock Chapel and 
Cherry Heights in Hamilton.

In addition to calling for a 
gutting of current Escarpment 
regulations, Crombie opposes 
two important reforms urged 
by the NEC to improve 
them. One is the NEC’s call 
to expand the Escarpment 

Plan area from its current 
size of 194,00 hectares, by an 
additional 45,600 hectares. 
The other is the NEC’s 
recommendation that the plan 
be amended to prohibit new 
aggregate operations in the 
Escarpment Rural Area. This 
was made on the basis that 
extraction below the water 
table would require perpetual 
pumping having negative 
impacts on water supplies 
and ecosystem integrity.

Crombie declines to give 
any reasons for his lack 
of support to expand the 
Escarpment Plan area. He 
simply suggests that these 

revisions be considered by “the 
Minister of Natural Resources 
and Forestry as part of its 
advice during the review.” 

One of the most fiery 
polemics of the Crombie report 
is directed against the NEC’s 
call to prohibit new pits. These 
are opposed on the basis for 
the need to maintain aggregate 
supplies “close to market,” 
ignoring the possibility of 
importation of supplies from 
western New York state. 

Rather than relying on 
Crombie it is hoped that in 
revising the four provincial 
plans the provincial 
government will look for 
advice to the NEC, which 
has been protecting the 
Escarpment wisely since 
its creation in 1973. These 
33 years of experience should 
provide a good model for the 
protection of the Oak Ridges 

Moraine through a similar 
system of development control. 
The Greenbelt’s freeze on urban 
boundary expansions should 
also be continued in important 
water sources as Niagara’s Lake 
Gibson and the headwaters 
of the Rouge and Humber 
rivers and Carruthers Creek. 

John Bacher is a director of 
Coalition on the Niagara 
Escarpment, representing 
Preservation of Agricultural 
Lands Society. He is the 
author of “Two Billion Trees 
and Counting: The Legacy of 
Edmund Zavit”and “Mel Swart: 
Champion of Eco-Justice.” 

The Crombie Report calls for a gutting 
of current Escarpment regulations.

Without acknowledging how development 
control has encouraged the improvement 
of forest cover on the Escarpment, 
Crombie ridicules and attacks it.
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� Reporters and photographers swarmed around new releases at the Canadian 
International AutoShow at the Metro Toronto Convention Centre on Feb. 11. 
The 10-day show had the highest attendance in the show’s 43-year history.

� Jessica Finn, photo editor for Canadian Geographic, gave a slide 
show presentation about the magazine and the polar bears at 
Churchill, Manitoba, on Feb. 25 in Georgetown. The event was 
hosted by the Halton Hills Camera Club. On the left is club member 
Bill Petro, on the right is member Greg Coman.

� Sandra Davey and merlin Cleo could be seen at Conservation 
Halton’s exhibit at the Outdoor Adventure Show in the 
International Centre in Mississauga, Feb. 19-21.

� The Highway of Heroes tribute was acknowledged at Canada Blooms’ 
industry reception on March 17 at Enercare Centre in Toronto. The project 
involves planting 117,000 trees along part of Highway 401 to honour each 
Canadian fallen hero since Confederation. Project partners include Forests 
Ontario, Maple Leaves Forever and Landscape Ontario.

n Events Along the Rock
Photos by Mike Davis except where noted.

▶ Chefs from The Club at North Halton were 
busy preparing prime rib, pork belly and smoked 

salmon creations at Taste of the Hills on Feb. 2. 
Many other local companies offered food and 

drink samples. The event was organized by The 
Halton Hills Chamber of Commerce.
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53 Corbiere Rd, M’chigeeng, Central Manitoulin Island, 705 377 6088

annbeam.com neonravenartgallery.com

�  Ed Madronich, left, and Shawn Till opened Shawn & Ed Brewing Company, a craft brewery on March 31, with the production of two beers: LagerShed and 
BarrelShed. “Shed” is the joining of Shawn and Ed’s names. The brewery occupies the old Dundas Valley Curling and Skating Rink at 65 Hatt St. in Dundas.

Please see www.NEViews.ca 
for more photos & listings!

EVENTS ALONG THE ROCK n
Photos by Mike Davis except where noted.
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n Events Along the Rock
Photos by Mike Davis except where noted.

� Scott Ewart of Elevation Aerial Design and Consulting, who creates tree 
houses, backyard ziplines, suspension bridges and climbing walls, showed 
his stuff at the Spring Cottage Life Show in Mississauga on April 1.

� Artist Duane Nickerson, second from left, at the opening of his exhibition 
“Slow Growth: A Tribute to Trees,” at Hamilton’s Gallery on the Bay. Nickerson 
paints the natural forms along the Niagara Escarpment, including waterfalls 
and trees. The exhibition ran from April 15 to May 15. PHOTO PROVIDED.

Now open after a  
$20 million renovation 
We are excited to present Canada’s 
premier garden experience!

Highlights include:

• State-of-the-art visitor centre

• Dalglish Family Foundation Courtyard

• Enhanced water features

• New gardens — bold and sustainable design

• Renewed Garden House (former Tea House)

Visit www.rbg.ca/rock  

 David Braley & Nancy Gordon 

Rock Garden

RBG Centre
680 Plains Road West, 
Hamilton/Burlington
905-527-1158

12  Niagara Escarpment Views  •  summer 2016  



Please see www.NEViews.ca 
for more photos & listings!

� People gathered around the Niagara Escarpment Views booth at 
Halton Eco Festival in Oakville on April 16. We gave out free copies 
and took subscription orders.

260 ScenicCaves Rd.,The Blue Mountains 705446-0256

SCENIC CAVES
NATURE ADVENTURES

sceniccaves.com

Superbly Natural !

Scenic
Cavesand
Eco Adventures
• 420 ft.Suspension Bridge   
•Thunderbird 1/2-mile 

Long Twin Zip Ride
• Caves/Caverns • Mini-golf
• Gemstone Mining
• Big Rock Railroad
• Gift Shop • Snack Bar
• Picnic Area • Playground 
• Fabulous Panoramic Views
EcoAdventureTour with 
Tree-top Walking and Two
Zip Line Rides

� On April 19, Downtown Hamilton BIA launched their new brand on the 
spacious newly renovated third floor of the historic Right House in Hamilton. 
Chair Lillian Cathcart addresses the crowd at the reception.
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G
arden celebration 
is the name of 
the installation at 
this year’s Canada 

Blooms that won the Most 
Imaginative Garden award, 
presented in the name of 
Niagara Escarpment Views. 
It was designed by Jacob’s 
Gardenscape of Carlisle.

“I wanted to create a very 
peaceful garden in a typical 
back yard,” says principal Neil 
Jacob Obach. “The goal was to 
create simplicity in the garden.”

The result was a rectangular 
space bordered by fencing 
and panels, softened by trees 
and flowers, surrounding 
a sunken pea-gravel patio, 
defined by arbours at each 
end. There was a Zen-garden 
atmosphere because of the 
gravel stones, and a Japanese 
influence to the wall panels. 
Obach, who came to Canada 
in 1999 from the Philippines, 

enjoys including an Asian 
influence to his gardens.

Obach exhibited many ideas 
for others to consider. His 
creative use of gabion baskets 
and panels showed that they 
are not just for big construction 
projects. Gabion baskets 
became a low retaining wall 
along both sides of the patio.	

“You can plant in the baskets,” 
says Obach, indicating the 
grape hyacinths in moss among 
the stones of the baskets. “I 
want to give the idea that 
it’s something people can 
do. Alpine plants can grow 
in small amounts of soil. The 
idea is to make pockets of 
soil in fabric pouches and 
add plants.” He also pointed 
out that bricks can go inside 
gabion baskets, forming a 
wall within a retaining wall.

Gabion panels were used 
to break up the monotony 
of the horizontal wood 

▲ Garden Celebration won the award for Most Imaginative Garden at Canada Blooms this year.

▲ Neil Jacob Obach of Jacob’s Gardenscape designed the Asian-influence 
Garden Celebration.

Celebrating the Small Back Yard
Written by Gloria Hildebrandt. Photographed by Mike Davis.
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▲ Horizontal fencing, gabion panels, and a row of cedars bordered by Golden Calex held in place by gabion baskets, formed a focal point.

▲ Gabion baskets filled with rocks formed a retaining wall. Grape hyacinths were planted in soil pockets among the rocks.
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fence. Most of the panels 
were filled with the same pea 
gravel as the patio surface,  
but central sections were 
filled with glass shards or 
tiny white shells, turning the 
panels into works of art.

Plantings in the borders 
showed both repetition and 
variety, as well as symmetry. A 
central row of cedars formed 
a side focal point. At their feet 
were Golden Carex plants, 
providing a variegated colour 
contrast. On either side of 
this row was a collection of 
a crab apple with Daphne 
bushes at the base, all bordered 
by burgundy heuchera, also 
known as coral bells.

The four corners of the 
garden, edged in boxwood, 
offered deeper beds for plants. 
In one stood a Japanese 
maple with a small, hardy  

Clumping Bamboo in front 
of it. An opposite corner 
featured a Weeping Hemlock 
and a pink rhododendron.

The garden’s structure 
emphasized straight lines, 
with horizontal fencing and 
arbours, creating a modern 
look as well as an Asian touch.

Jacob’s Gardenscape 
offers design and creation 
services to provide whatever 
the customer wants. Obach 
says he has to please the 
owners, but there might 
be a small Asian element 
in each of his gardens.

Neil Jacob Obach wishes 
to thank his garden 
donors and helpers:
•	 Clean Slate Lands Masonry
•	 Dennis V&D Deck Company
•	 July Salvador, 1st Choice 

Irrigation and Lighting

▼ Bricks inside a gabion basket can form a retaining wall for small materials.

◀ One corner bed featured a Weeping Hemlock and a pink rhododendron. 
The gabion panel shows a central section filled with white glass shards.

The garden’s structure emphasized 
straight lines, with horizontal fencing 
and arbours, creating a modern look 
as well as an Asian touch.

mapletonsorganic.ca
519-638-1115

Mapleton’s... more than just ice cream

8548 Wellington RD #7
RR #1

Moorefield, ON
N0G 2K0

Visit the Farm Animals

Stanley Stenoff  

Ask me about getting 8%
return on your investments!! 

Independently Owned 
and  Operated

Mortgage Agent   

The 15 minute mortgage application at
www.centum.ca/stanley_stenoff

Cell: 647-574-8860 
Email: stanley_stenoff@centum.ca

61 Lakeshore Rd. West.  Oakville ON  L6K 1C9  

Business line: (905) 338-7100  Business Fax: (905) 338-7200

• Mortgage Financing

• First time home buyers

• Vacation Homes

• Commercial Projects

• Investment Properties

• Debt Consolidation

• Equity take out

• Equipment Leasing

Contact Mike 
905.877.9665
ads@NEViews.ca

Autumn 2016

Advertising closes July 25
Issue out by Sept. 1

summer 2016  •  Niagara Escarpment Views  17



n worth the visit

Paradise Farms Prime Beef 
Boutique and Bistro
Locations:
16057 Airport Rd., Caledon East 
905.860.2000

2 Thompson Cres., Erin 
519.315.8000

678 Sheppard Ave. E., Toronto 
647.347.4195

Owner:
Real estate developer/builder 
Shane Baghai

Good For:
Each boutique stocks Paradise 
Farms’ own beef and lamb, 
plus Ontario-sourced pork and 
Mennonite air-chilled chicken. 
Fine cheeses, fresh produce, 
bread, condiments and gourmet 
items are also available.

Philosophy: 
Paradise Farms beef and lamb 
is all free of added hormones 
and antibiotics. Livestock is well 

treated with pasture grazing, 
while the cattle are grain 
finished with non-genetically-
modified grains, in lots with 
fewer animals than in standard 
farming practices, providing 
more room to move. Treating 
their animals well results in 
superior quality products.

Motivation: 
When Baghai’s wife developed 
cancer, her doctors advised her 
against eating beef, due to the 
added growth hormones that 
they said were not good for 
cancer patients. Because they 
like beef, they bought a farm 
to grow hormone-free cattle. It 
did not make sense to produce 
only for themselves with all this 
overhead, so they decided to 
market their own products from 
the cattle. Baghai is an advocate 
of local business and local food.

Specialized Breeds of Cattle: 
2,000 head of Aberdeen Black 
Angus, Wagyu (Kobe), Scottish 
Highland, Italian Chianina, 
raised on several local farms.

How Else to Buy:
Paradise Farms products are 
also available in select Metro 
stores in the GTA and online 
through ParadiseFarms.ca. 
Some other restaurants offer 
these products on their menus.

The Extra Mile:
The Bistro at each location 
serves Paradise Farms products. 
The Erin and Caledon bistros 
have more casual fare featuring 
barbecue, grilled and smoked 
foods, while Toronto has a 
Cordon Bleu-trained chef with 
a larger selection. Boutiques 
are situated beside the 
Erin and Toronto bistros.

Food Experts:
Joe Marini makes all the 
deli meats onsite at the Erin 
location in an old-fashioned 
style. The products are slow 
smoke-roasted with natural 
hickory chips and have low 
sodium and no nitrates. 
Cameron Bellamy creates 
gourmet takeout foods. Both 
supply all locations from Erin.

Possible New Locations:
Oakville, Mississauga, Guelph, 
Orangeville, Oshawa, none 
further than 100 km from the 
Caledon farm.

▼ Erin’s Prime Beef Bistro serves steaks, sausages, fish, burgers, poultry, sandwiches 
and more, plus the usual and specialized beverages, liquor, spirits, wine and beer.
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▲ Chef Cameron Bellamy, left, and manager/
consultant butcher Joe Marini in Erin’s Prime Beef 
Boutique, holding takeout homemade sautèed 
sweet sausages and Black Angus prime rib.

◀ The big picture: Erin’s Prime Beef Boutique is well 
stocked with gourmet selections and fresh produce 
as well as the house Paradise Farms products.

◀ The freshest, most appealing produce is 
lovingly displayed in creative, attractive 
fixtures at Prime Beef Boutique in Erin.

◀ In addition 
to fresh cuts of 
meat, smoked 
meat products 
and takeout 
meals are 
prepared at the 
Erin location.
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F 
or 36 years, Halton Hills Camera Club (HHCC) has organized “PhotoArt,” 

a photography competition and exhibition. Open to all residents of Halton 

Hills or members of the club, the contest has categories for everyone, adults, 

youth and children. Images may be taken anywhere in the world. Winners 

are selected by accredited photography judges who are not affiliated with HHCC.

Here are the first, second and third prize-winning photographs in all categories 

except the children's. Digital versions of the children's images are not available.

PHOTOART WINNERS

THE ART OF

PHOTOGRAPHY

category: Scenery
A colour image representing natural, geographical or urban scenery in a broad view.

1st: Anne Fraser, 
“County Galway 
Ireland”

2nd: Ross Pezzack, 
“Dead Vlei Tree 
Skeleton”

3rd: James Welsh,
“Storm’s Arrival”

31

2

20  Niagara Escarpment Views  •  summer 2016  



category: Flowers & Foliage
A colour image containing flower or plant species, leaves, trees or gardens.

category: Creatures & Critters
A colour image whose main subject is an animal or insect.

1st: Bob Kelly, 
“Translucency”

2nd: Doris Burfind,
“Fairy in the Glen”

3rd: Sheri Binsell,
“Along the Water’s Edge”

1st: Aneta King,
“Refuge” 

2nd: Lori Metcalfe, 
“If Only She Could Speak”

3rd: Bob Kelly, 
“Screech Owl”

3

2

1

1 32
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category: People
A colour image with the main subject as a person or group of people.

category: Architecture
A colour image of any man-made structure or building.

1st: Lucien Delean, 
“Guitar Man”

2nd: Peter Allen, 
“Canada Day BMX”

3rd: Brock Crawford,
“Sapphire Eyes”

1st: James Welsh, 
“Subterranean Passage”

2nd: Steve Williams, 
“Paris Crypt Door”

3rd: Anne Fraser,
“Broken Glass”

21

1 3

2

3
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category: Open Monochrome
A black and white image.

category: Creative
An imaginative image achieved by altering the photograph for artistic purposes.

1st: Dave Welfare, 
“Catching Light”

2nd: Anne Fraser, 
“Elora Mill”

3rd: Sheri Binsell,
“Converging on Brooklyn”

1st: Karin McDonald, 
“Alien Encounter”

2nd: Andrew Gray, 
“9th Line Barn”

3rd: Karin McDonald,
“Nature’s Mosaic”

PHOTOART WINNERS

1 2

3

1 2

3
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category: Objects & Abstracts
A colour image depicting a specific recognizable material item, or one that 
captures forms or shapes that are independent of visual reference.

category: Youth, age 13 to 16 years
Open to any creatively conceived photograph.

1st: Lori Metcalfe, 
“Skyscraper City”

2nd: Ray Rasmussen, 
“Perhaps a Story”

3rd: Chris Gillespie,
“Lemon Drop”

1

1 2

2
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www.edwardjones.com
Member — Canadian Investor Protection Fund

Colin Brookes
Financial Advisor
(905) 873-7630

Todd Neff, CFP®
Financial Advisor
(905) 331-1099

George Paolucci
Financial Advisor
(519) 833-9069

211 Guelph St., Unit 4
Georgetown, ON  L7G 5B5
colin.brookes@edwardjones.com

1500 Upper Middle Rd., Unit 6
Burlington, ON  L7P 3P5
todd.neff@edwardjones.com

132 Main Street, Unit 4
Erin, ON  N0B 1T0
george.paolucci@edwardjones.com

You can be ready to retire or not. 
Ready is better.

Lawn and Garden
Sales & Service

ADAMS EQUIPMENT
Sales, Service, Rent-All Inc.
334 Guelph St., Georgetown   n   905-877-0157

www.adamsequipment.ca

EVERYTHING FOR YOUR LAWN AND GARDEN NEEDS

1st: Sydney Welsh, 
“Staring back at me”

2nd: Sydney Welsh, 
“Diamond in the Rough”

3rd: Ailish McDonald,
“Refraction”

PHOTOART WINNERS

3

3
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The night sky spreads out above you like a black velvet blanket 

studded with stars. Meteors flash random streaks of light, evoking 

whispers of “There!” and gasps of wonder. Heads swivel to 

catch views of shooting stars in all directions. Family and friends 

lounge in your backyard in a dark-sky-friendly community. It is 

mid-August and the Perseid meteor shower is on display. At its 

peak, 60 to 100 meteors per hour can be seen on a clear night.  

It is a spectacular event to share with loved ones annually.

WRITTEN BY SANDRA J. HOWE

UNDER 
DARK 
SKIES

Sparsely-populated Manitoulin Island provides for spectacular 
night starscapes. This was taken at Mississagi Lighthouse 
on the western tip of the island. PHOTO BY MIKE DAVIS.
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S 
tar gazing  is also a 
viewing event that is 
at risk from modern, 
urban lifestyles. A 

recent study indicates that 
two-thirds of the world's 
population can no longer 
see the Milky Way. Light 
pollution impacts the health of 
humans, wildlife, plants, and 
ecosystems. Ineffective lighting 
wastes billions of dollars 
each year. Homes, businesses, 
and municipalities all have 
a role to play in preserving 
and enhancing dark skies. By 
taking action together, we can 
harvest extensive economic 
and quality of life benefits.

The Niagara Escarpment 
meanders through Canada's 
most heavily populated region. 
Many southern Ontario 
residents have limited or no 
views of the natural night sky, 
and may have health issues 
related to excess artificial 
light. Light pollution from 
neighbouring properties 
can be a source of conflict 
in communities too. But 
what can we do? Lots! Enter 
dark-sky-friendly lighting 
and public education.

In 2004, the Municipality 
of Northern Bruce Peninsula 
declared itself a “Dark Sky 
Community” and committed 
to retrofit/replace all municipal 
lighting to enhance dark 
skies. This initiative brought 
together a range of individuals 
and interest groups working 
toward common goals. The 
Bruce Peninsula Biosphere 
Association accessed funding to 
educate and assist homeowners 
to upgrade outdoor lighting, 
and developed a 52-page 
catalogue of dark-sky-approved 
lighting fixtures available locally. 
Their Bayside Astronomy 
Program provides thousands of 
summer visitors with wonderful 
night sky tours. Their schedule 
of events are at bpba.ca.

Dark Sky Preserves
In 2009, the Royal 
Astronomical Society of 
Canada recognized Bruce 

Peninsula National Park and 
Fathom Five National Marine 
Park jointly as a Dark Sky 
Preserve. In all of Canada, 
there are fewer than 20 such 
preserves. Others along the 
Niagara Escarpment include 
Gordon's Park on Manitoulin 
Island and Bluewater Outdoor 
Education Centre at Wiarton. 
Gordon's Park hosts Stargazing 

Manitoulin and many other 
dark sky events annually. The 
Bluewater Centre is home to 
the ES Fox Observatory and 
the Bluewater Astronomical 
Society, offering public 
stargazing and amateur 
astronomy programs.

Beyond the joys of 
astronomy, dark skies are 
critical for environmental 

health. Wildlife, especially 
nocturnal species, are 
negatively impacted as light 
pollution disrupts foraging 
and movement patterns. Birds 
often travel at night using the 
stars to navigate; artificial light 
disorients them. Over 100 
million migrating birds die 
annually in North America 
due to excessive urban lighting. 

▲ Mike Warkentin of Stokes Bay is an amateur astronomer and a volunteer with Bayside Astronomy Program on Bruce 
Peninsula. Here he sets up his telescope on the beach for an evening program at Lion’s Head. PHOTO BY SANDRA J. HOWE.
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Inglis Falls
Conservation Area
 your four seasons destination!

An 18 metre waterfall, located just south of Owen Sound. 
Explore our many waterfalls at  

www.greysauble.on.ca
519 376-3076

Escarpment 
  Biosphere 
    Conservancy

Visit our web site or contact us for a
free list of Escarpment places to walk

—  discover new trails!

Bob Barnett
888.815.9575 416 960 8121
rbarnett@escarpment.ca www.escarpment.ca

QUIET FAMILY CAMPGROUND 
LARGE WOODED SITES for TENTS & RVs 

PREMIUM SERVICED SITES 
CAMPING CABINS 

PRIVATE SAND BEACH/ PLAYGROUND 
IMMACULATE FACILITIES 

HAY BAY ROAD 
TOBERMORY, ON  N0H 2R0 

GPS CO-ORDINATES : N45.23967 / W81.68295 
PHONE: 519.596.2523 

EMAIL: mail@landsendpark.com / WEB: http://www.landsendpark.com 
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▲Your choice of outdoor light fixtures can help provide dark skies while maintaining security. DIAGRAM PROVIDED.

More municipalities along the Niagara 
Escarpment are reviewing dark-sky issues 
for conservation and cost-saving reasons. 

Humans and many other 
species depend on natural 
light-dark cycles to regulate 
biological processes such 
as sleep and reproduction; 
minimizing night light 
aids health. Plants are also 
impacted by excess lighting.

	
Small Steps
Economics is also a 
significant factor in dark 
sky conversations. While 
homeowners, businesses and 
municipalities may face a 
capital outlay in upgrading 
old-fashioned light fixtures 
and bulbs, maintenance and 
operating costs will be reduced. 
Outdoor lighting that shines 
directly upwards wastes an 
estimated $1.74 billion per 
year across North America.

The International Dark 
Sky Association approves light 
fixtures suitable for protecting 
dark skies and conserving 

energy. Good lights have 
full shielding which directs 
light downward where it is 
needed. Use LED and lower 
wattage bulbs, especially those 
with the warmer colours 
yellow, red or orange. Reduce 
unnecessary light fixtures and 
lower bulb wattage on your 
property. Timers and motion 
sensors can focus light when 
and where it is most helpful. 
Draw blinds and curtains at 
night to keep light and warmth 
inside your home. These small 
steps can make a difference.

More municipalities along 
the Niagara Escarpment are 
reviewing dark-sky issues 
for conservation and cost-
saving reasons. South Bruce 
Peninsula, including Wiarton, 
Hepworth and Sauble, has 
improved its street lighting. 
Owen Sound and Meaford 
are in the process. In July, 
2015, West Grey mayor Kevin ▲This sign hangs on Lion’s Head Marina office. PHOTO BY SANDRA J. HOWE.
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THERE’S SO MUCH
TO DISCOVER

IN OWEN SOUND

Call 888-675-5555 for a free information package
owensoundtourism.ca

Your gateway to the Bruce Peninsula 
and Southern Georgian Bay

Circa
1879

RESTAURANT & PUB

8 Helen St., Lion’s Head, 519.793.4601

Outdoor Patios, British Pub,
Licensed Dining

lionsheadinn.ca
Eccles promised his council 
would consider a community 
request for a dark-skies 
policy in that municipality. 

West Grey plays host each 
year to StarFest, Canada's 
largest stargazing festival. 
Sponsored by the North 
York Astronomical Society, 
it is a camping weekend 
recognized as one of the 
world's top 10 star parties. 
Hundreds of people attend, 
bringing their tourist dollars 
to this rural area between 
Mount Forest and Ayton.

Living under star-filled 
dark skies is part of our 
natural and cultural heritage. 

We bask in the beauty of 
summer nights, contemplate 
our place in the universe, 
and are enriched by sharing 
awe-inspiring skies. Dark 
skies support human and 
ecosystem health, protecting 
valuable resources. To 
preserve and enhance our 
night sky makes great sense 
both environmentally and 
economically. We can all 
play a role in reducing 
light pollution. NEV 

Sandra J. Howe’s last feature 
for Niagara Escarpment Views 
was “Touring Winter Falls Near 
Owen Sound,” Winter 2015–16.

▲Preventing upward light spill from fixtures keeps illumination 
low and helps prevent light pollution. ILLUSTRATION PROVIDED.

How to Minimize Light Pollution
1.	 Minimize the lighting on your property, both in 

number of fixtures and their wattage.
2.	 Direct lighting only where it is needed.
3.	 Avoid up-lighting architectural features or trees.
4.	 Use timers or motion sensors to turn off lights when 

they are not needed.
5.	 Draw blinds and curtains at night.
6.	 Use bulbs with a warm colour (yellow, red or orange) 

to reduce the impact on the natural environment.

From “Dark Skies Over the Niagara Escarpment,” a 
brochure of the Niagara Escarpment Commission.

Evergreen Resort
Cozy cottages, sitting room 
& 4-pc. bath
Natural sand beaches
All-inclusive 
Open May to mid October
Spring & Fall Specials

B - 139 Resort Rd (Red Bay)
South Bruce Peninsula, ON  N0H 2T0
519-534-1868
reservations@evergreenresortredbay.ca
evergreenresortredbay.ca
Interac, Visa, Mastercard accepted

summer 2016  •  Niagara Escarpment Views  31



32  Niagara Escarpment Views  •  summer 2016 

Showing evidence of a wide, mighty waterfall that long 
ago carved a huge curve into the Escarpment, Devil’s Punch 
Bowl in Stoney Creek is now a thin ribbon waterfall when 
it’s flowing. Keen eyes might see someone rappelling 
down the gorge in this photograph. PHOTOGRAPH BY MIKE DAVIS.
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The Collingwood area along southern Georgian Bay can be a piece of heaven on a 

summer’s day. Last year the Georgian Triangle Tourist Association (GTTA) arranged a 

day of tours and experiences to show some of the area’s special pleasures. A highlight 

was a tour of Collingwood harbour, given by Peter de Vries of Summerbound.

BY GLORIA HILDEBRANDT   n  PHOTOGRAPHED  BY MIKE DAVIS

THE SUMMER SIDE
of COLLINGWOOD

PUBLISHERS’ DIARY
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Peter de Vries of Summerbound tours people 
around Georgian Bay in this comfortable boat.
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P 
eter de vries is a 
wealth of knowledge 
on the history of 
the harbour at 

Collingwood, yet he is equally 
capable of taking his boat close 
to and discussing the newest 
developments. The comfortable 
cruise boat also went to the bay 
side of the iconic Collingwood 
terminal buildings, and when 
coming back to port, provided 
beautiful views of the Niagara 
Escarpment that embraces 
Collingwood to the south.

Summerbound offers a 
variety of packages, tailored 
to different groups and 

interests. Families can take 
a two-hour cruise with 
an off-boat swim near the 
Nottawasaga lighthouse. 
Adults can enjoy a 1 ½-hour 
romantic sunset cruise. There 
are “girls’ day out” tours for 
wine tasting. Longer, historic 
land tours to Midland and 
Penetanguishene are available.

Of particular interest to 
Escarpment lovers might be the 

“Walk Waterfall and Wine Tour” 
that includes visits to Eugenia 
Falls, Hogg’s Falls, the views 
from Old Baldy, and a stop at 
a local winery for sampling.

An impressive day trip is 

the drive to Tobermory, a 
cruise to see shipwrecks and 
Flowerpot Island, lunch in 
Little Tub Harbour, a hike to 
the Grotto in Bruce Peninsula 
National Park, and taking 
in waterfalls and gorgeous 
views of Beaver Valley before 
returning to Collingwood.

Carving the Escarpment
Xtreme Hummer Adventures 
provided a land experience 
up, down, in and out of the 
Escarpment in a Hummer 
built like a cross between 
a jeep and a tank. Owner 
Mark Bourbonnais was at 

the wheel for an intense, 
rollicking ride on roads 
to the top of the Niagara 
Escarpment and through 
forests on road allowances. 

Casting aside all concerns 
over any harm done to the 
area’s fragile ecosystems, the 
drive was a thrill ride through 
large water-filled mud holes, 
down extremely steep rocky 
screes, while churning up deep 
wheel ruts and occasionally 
being in danger of tipping 
over onto the side. There were 
moments when the view out 
the side window was only of 
the fern-covered ground. 

▲ The Bruce Trail follows the Escarpment which forms an impressive feature west of Collingwood. 
Here, the tour group heads for a hike of the Siegerman Side Trail.
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▲ Mark Bourbonnais of Xtreme Hummer Adventures delivers stunning Escarpment views during madcap drives.

BIG RED CHAIRS
We left 10 family sized 

Big Red Chairs 
in scenic locations.  

Can you find them all?
Start your journey at 
Meaford Hall or visit 

www.Meaford.ca/bigredchairs
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◀ The Niagara 
Escarpment rises 
dramatically 
south and west 
of Collingwood. 
View from 
Georgian Bay.

Not for those made easily 
anxious, the Hummer does let 
all ages, people with disabilities, 
and seniors experience the 
rough, inaccessible parts 
of the Escarpment above 
Collingwood, while also 
providing breathtaking views 

from the top down to Georgian 
Bay. Bourbonnais has more 
to entertain summer visitors.

“We offer off-road Hummer 
tours with or without 
guided hike and/or picnic 
lunch,” he says, “wakeboard 
and waterski lessons, water 

tubing, boat cruises, sunset 
cruises and jet ski rentals.”

Siegerman Side Trail
The Bruce Trail is not far from 
the town of Collingwood. Our 
guide led us to the Siegerman 
Side Trail which is within the 

Beaver Valley section. The trail 
passes through mature trees 
including cedars and apple 
trees. Gradually going down 
to a lower elevation, we came 
upon beautiful wildflower-
filled meadows and a creek 
that feeds the Beaver River.

▲ The bottle of 40-year-old 
Glenfiddich which costs $615 
for a generous dram. ▲ Alex Yuen and Cheryl McMenemy conduct a guided tasting at Collingwood Olive Oil Company
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Discover the Bruce

Peter de Vries
Tel: 705-445-5267  • Toll Free: 1-888-286-4528
info@summerbound.ca
www.summerbound.ca 

Day Trips from
Collingwood to
Tobermory
Cruise to Flowetrpot Island,
hike to famous Gro�o

Walk, Waterfall &
Winery 3½ hr Tour
Walk in Beaver Valley to
Eugenia Falls & Hogg’s Falls,
Old Baldy, sample wine
at local winery
Trips include transportation & narrative!

kubota.ca

Ben Berg Farm & Industrial Equipment
42134 Hwy #3, Wainfleet
905.899.3405
Hours: Mon to Fri 8–5:30, Sat 8–5
www.benberg.com

Cut like the pros with 
the Kubota Kommander 
residential mowers.

• 42”, 48” and 54” cutting widths

• Heavy duty transmission and mowing deck

• Low maintenance, High performance

Professional
Quality

at your
Kommand

NEW
42” Model

▼ Humming through the mud puddles on a road 
allowance on top of the Escarpment.

Apples are our business, baking is our passion
Locally grown, produced, baked or crafted!

Fresh fruit, vegetables, home baking
Come & visit us for all your baking & gift baskets.

Gluten Free, & Diabetic Baking.
Hwy 26 East of Meaford  Open all year 8am to 6pm  519.538.2757

Hwy 6&10 North of Chatsworth open May to November
www.meaford.com

Lunch in Thornbury
GTTA treated us to our choice 
of a hot lunch at The Dam 
Pub in Thornbury, famous for 
scotch whiskies. A staggering 
736 different brands were 
available, many on display 
behind locked grills, with 
servers knowing a fair bit about 
them. The count has since been 
increased to more than 780!

“People ask me when I will 
stop adding to the collection; 
my answer is always ‘when we 
run out of room!’" explains 
Stephanie Price, co-owner 
with her parents Sandy and 
Gordon Price. “Mainstream 
whiskies such as The Glenlivet, 
The Glenfiddich, Balvenie, 

Macallan, Glenmorangie are 
always popular, however we 
find that when folks come 
into the pub they want to 
try something new because 
of our vast selection and 
our whisky expertise.”

We were all impressed 
with the bottle of 40-year-old 
Glenfiddich, which costs an 
eye-popping $615 for one 
dram, or “1 ½ ounces in our 
house,” adds Price. All of us 
stuck to beer or soft drinks.

Oil & Vinegar Tasting
I had an embarrassing 
experience at the Collingwood 
Olive Oil Company where we 
were guided through a tasting. 
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▲ The famous Collingwood grain terminals from the little-seen bay side.▲ Iron horses stop traffic in the country outside of Collingwood. It was 
later learned that Roger Edwards is the artist who created them.

◀ The lucky few who 
were treated to a 
day of touring some 
of Collingwood’s 
attractions.
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2015 Chamber of Commerce “Small Business Owners of the Year”

Always Fresh
Only the highest quality extra virgin 
olive oils from the most current harvests 
around the globe make it to our shelves.

42 Ste. Marie Street, Collingwood
705-293-OILS (6457)
www.collingwoodoliveoil.ca

VISITOR CENTRE: 45 St. Paul Street, Collingwood

Start your journey at
VisitSouthGeorgianBay.ca
or call 1.888.227.8667

Ready, Set, 
Explore

After hearing about the health 
benefits of fresh-pressed, 
extra-virgin olive oil, we were 
given a tiny paper cup of 
Greek olive oil to swirl in our 
mouths just as if it were wine.

I immediately felt a 
peppery burning at the back 
of my throat and fell into a 
coughing/choking fit. It was 
such an extreme response 
that I couldn’t breathe, 
and co-owner Alex Yuen 
brought me a paper cone 
of clear liquid to drink. I 
thought it would be water, 
but it tasted like lemonade. 
Instead, it turned out to be 
balsamic vinegar! I have 
never before drunk vinegar.

The delicious taste caused 
me to question the seemingly 
hateful action of the soldier 
at Christ’s crucifixion who, 
at the cry for water, offered 
vinegar to drink. Could it have 
been an act of mercy instead 
of viciousness? My mind was 
spinning at the thought of harsh 
olive oil and drinkable vinegar.

While I avoided further 
oils, I taste tested several 
vinegars and went home 
with a bottle of mango-
flavoured white balsamic 
vinegar that was superb. NEV

Gloria Hildebrandt is the co-
founder, co-publisher and editor 
of  Niagara Escarpment Views.

▲ Collingwood’s main shopping street ends at the bay.
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WILLOW PARK 
ECOLOGY CENTRE
Success and Sustainability

Kids getting their feet wet in Silver 
Creek, Willow Park Ecology Centre, 
at the close of summer camp.

WRITTEN & PHOTOGRAPHED BY ROSALEEN EGAN 

willow park ecology centre (wpec) is not your usual urban park. There are no 

sports fields, swings or slides. This natural park for plants, animals, fish, turtles, 

birds, insects and people includes a snake hibernaculum, wetland, butterfly garden, 

meadowland, river and woodland areas including a native tree trail.
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▲ Entrance to the park 
is by this boardwalk 
over Silver Creek, a 
tributary of the Credit.

◀ On right, Tunde 
Otto, programs 
director, and Carolyn 
Martin, board chair 
and park manager, 
offering crafts in 
the pavilion.
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R
egenerated grounds 
offer a great space for 
free play, exploration 
and contemplation in 

a varied natural environment 
where Silver Creek meets the 
Credit River in Norval, part 
of the town of Halton Hills.

Willow Park is a passive 
leisure space open to the public. 
It hosts school and summer 
programs, special events for 
all ages, and acts as a tourism 
attraction for the town. People 
come to relax, connect with 
nature, learn, walk, paint, 
take photos and participate 
in community events.

First-time visitor Laura 
Draga says, “My son and I 
were looking for something to 
do in the March break. I was 
pleased to learn about Willow 
Park which is moments from 
our house. We had a wonderful 
time learning about butterflies 
and making a bird feeder. The 
grounds are beautiful and we 
look forward to coming back.”

Visitors enter WPEC 
from Mary Street at Norval 
Park, and cross over Silver 
Creek on a wheelchair-
accessible boardwalk. Boxes 
for butterflies, bats and birds 
are interspersed through the 
park. Newer features include 
a xeriscape garden, which 
needs little water, a roadside 
pollinator patch, and a large 
Native medicine wheel or 
Sacred Hoop. The park has an 
interpretive centre, pavilions 
and a demonstration area.

Natural Education
It all grew from an idea in 
1996, after a roundtable on 
green communities hosted 
by the Town Environmental 
Advisory Committee (TEAC), 
to restore what was a grassy 
trailer park, subject to flooding, 
into a natural environment 
for “the engagement and 
education of citizens.”

Former Halton Hills resident 
and visionary, Ruth Kuchinad, 
was the first coordinator 
of the centre, setting the 
groundwork for what is now 
a successful regeneration 
that continues to evolve. 

“We’ve been on a journey,” 
says the current WPEC 
programs director Tunde 
Otto,  of the tension between 
controlling that evolution and 
letting nature takes its course.

With the butterfly and 
pollinator garden for instance, 
she says, “We said ‘manage 
it, manage it’ and then once 
established, we let it do its own 
thing.” It is a little overgrown, 
and the pathways are cleared 
a few times of year because 
as Otto says, “It is fun to go 
in there and discover things.”

Just as the natural space 
evolves, so too does the use 
of that space, the programs 
it offers and its funding.

▶ Fearlessly observing 
nature: a harmless Brown 

Snake crosses a path.

If you are planting trees on your property, 
you may be eligible for funding assistance. 
Planting trees on your property helps  
fight climate change and increases wildlife  
habitat and water conservation.

Forests Ontario is working with its tree 
planting partners across the province  
to deliver the Ontario government’s  
50 Million Tree Program.

If you have at least  
2.5 acres of productive  
land, you could qualify.

Call or visit us at:

Forests Ontario 
416.646.1193 
www.forestsontario.ca/50mtp

Paid for, in part, by the Government of Ontario

Tree PlanTing?  
FUNDING SUPPORT IS AVAILABLE
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The Centre occupies 2.1 
hectares of regenerated land on 
the West Branch of the Credit 
River. The Credit flows through 
the Niagara Escarpment near 
Orangeville south to Lake 
Ontario. In Halton Hills, the 
Escarpment runs through the 
north and west. The property 
is owned by Credit Valley 
Conservation and is leased 
to the Town of Halton Hills.

The park is operated by a 
non-profit organization, its 
volunteer board of directors 
and paid programming staff. 
The Town helps with the large 

physical maintenance of the 
park. Other maintenance 
and enhancements rely on 
WPEC, its volunteers and 
community partners.

“We rely heavily on 
volunteers,” says Otto. 

Fifteen-year-old Christian 
Jander says, “I volunteer 
because I want to help out with 
nature and restore it to how it 
was before people ruined it.” 

High school students help 
in a variety of ways including 
data entry and preparing 
materials for younger students 
and summer camp days. One 

solved the question of how to 
construct the medicine wheel. 

Summer Camps
“Plant a Kids’ Garden,” 
“Dragonflies and How they 
Protect Us,” “River Otters, 
Beavers and Muskrat” are 
among the themes for summer 
camp days on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays at the centre. They 
offer an opportunity for 
children four to12 years of 
age to explore and to take 
ownership of the natural world. 

Willow Park offers 
“curriculum-linked educational 

opportunities” for students 
from K-Grade 6 in school, 
schoolyards, and at the 
Centre. According to the 
WPEC website, “programming 
follows the teaching model 
of Forest School Canada 
to foster rich learning 
experiences, ecological 
literacy, and healthy living by 
connecting children to nature.” 

These programs are 
supported by boards of 
education in the area, and 
require a nominal fee per 
student. As programming 
expands, more staff is 

▲ From the viewing platform at the wetland you can discover frogs, turtles, birds, insects and more.
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Crawford Lake, Rattlesnake Point,  

Hilton Falls, Kelso, Mountsberg, 

Mount Nemo and Robert Edmondson

Visit us today!

haltonparks.ca

Family Annual Membership $115

Annual Membership from

$50 plus 
HST

Experience beautiful spaces, outdoor
recreation & events year-round

needed, and therefore more 
monies need to be raised. 

To help with funding, 
WPEC is introducing a 
membership opportunity, 
Friends of Willow Park, for 

“park users and anyone else who 
wants to see the park continue 
as a unique nature centre.” 
The park is free for the public 
to enjoy and discover from 
dawn to dusk on most days 
and says Otto, “It’s a bit tricky 
transitioning to fees for special 
events. The fees are giving us 
at least the base money to run 
the programs. Almost cost-

recovery. Funding from grants 
for programming is difficult as 
it is not tangible, and it makes 
it hard to sustain and expand.”

To further enhance and 
promote events, WPEC is 
implementing a new model 
of corporate donation. In the 
past, community and corporate 
sponsors have contributed 
to specific events. In the new 
model, they will be asked to 
donate money toward overall 
event programming, and also 
to donate people power. Otto 
suggests corporate sponsors 
come for a day and provide a 

▲ Safe among the water lilies: a turtle is half out of the water in the wetland.

 
 

 
 

Indira Naidoo-Harris 
MPP, Halton 

450 Bronte St. South, Suite #115, Milton ON, L9T 5B7
Tel: 905.878.1729  |  Fax: 905.878.5144
Email: inaidoo-harris.mpp.co@liberal.ola.org
Web: indiranaidooharris.onmpp.ca

Your voice
in the
community.

Constituency Office 

Visit us online: 
www.NEViews.ca

summer 2016  •  Niagara Escarpment Views  47



89 Main Street South
Downtown Georgetown

905.877.6569

Foodstuffs.ca
Foodstuffs_Inc

Foodstuffs.Georgetown

89 Main Street South
Downtown Georgetown

905.877.6569

Foodstuffs.ca
Foodstuffs_Inc

Foodstuffs.Georgetown

10,000
Local, Ontario,
C a n a d i a n  a n d
international
FOODS & GIFTS

New Location June 2016
www.reddoorgallery.ca

Gallery  |  Gift Shop  |  Studios
Restaurant

www.williamsmill.com

▲ The compost demonstration area was built by volunteers.

▲ Created and maintained by a volunteer for years as a tended 
butterfly garden, this large area has been allowed to become more 
natural butterfly habitat. Seeds and stems of native plants are left 
for over-wintering birds and animals as food and protection.
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RIDE THE RAILS!

Ontario’s Only Operating Streetcar Museum
EXPERIENCE electric railway by riding historical railcars.
EXPLORE Restored Rockwood & Meadowvale Stations / 

Maintenance Barn / Display Barns / Café / Gift Shop
ENJOY birthday parties, wedding photos, 

family gatherings, picnics…

13629 Guelph Line, Milton
519 856 9802  |  hcrrmarketing@yahoo.ca
www.hcry.org

HCRR
Guelph Line30 Side Road

To 401

To Hwy 7

Davey Tree Expert Co. of Canada, Limited

Quality Tree Pruning & Removals · Planting 
Tree & Shrub Fertilization · Insect & Disease Management 

Certified Arborists · Free Estimates · Employee Owned

Protecting Neighborhood Trees Since 1880.

www.daveytree.ca · (866) 303-8161

monetary donation to allow 
WPEC to facilitate their visit.

From the concept in the 
1990s to the present physical 
park, its outreach to the 
schools and the community 
at large, WPEC has faced 
challenges of funding, flooding, 
invasive plants and the tension 
between a natural area and 
control of its direction. 

It is an evolving entity 
that offers much to be 
discovered in a quiet setting. 
As frequent visitor Allan 
Giles says, “It’s a beautiful 

place hidden in Norval, 
surrounded by urban living.”

After reaching success in 
regeneration and programming, 
WPEC is entering a new phase 
of sustainability. It welcomes 
visitors and support. For more 
see  willowparkecology.ca. NEV

Rosaleen Egan is an 
independent writer, editor and 
photographer who lives on a 
farm north of Alliston, where 
she enjoys the landscape, 
birds and animals. Her 
website is rosiewrites.com. 

▲ Picking beans from one of the children’s gardens.

▲ Seeds of large vegetables planted in the spring through the WPEC 
school program will be harvested in the fall by another class.
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L
ion’s Head is an 
amazingly beautiful 
feature of the Niagara 
Escarpment on the east 

shore of the Bruce Peninsula 
on the west coast of Georgian 
Bay. The Escarpment dips 
its toe into the Bay here. The 
awesome scene is clearly visible 
from the  community of Lion’s 
Head but to fully involve 
yourself in the sheer dynamics 
of the shoreline you need to 
paddle along the wild untamed 
shores of the talus slope.

The waters run deep, clear, 
green and cold at Lion’s Head. 
As abruptly as the land rises 
from the water’s surface, the 
rock bottom of Georgian Bay 
goes down. The deepest part 
of the Bay is just north of 
here at around 200 metres a 
short distance from shore.

Some summers ago my 
wife Laurie and I had been 
kayaking along the shore 
of Lion’s Head when we 
got caught in a dangerous 
thunder and lightning storm. 

We were never far from 
shore but the black clouds of 
that storm blew over the Bruce 
from Lake Huron to the lee 
shores of Georgian Bay in what 
seemed like a panic, catching 
us off guard. The torrential 
rain was warm and we still 
remember the huge raindrops 
bouncing off the green waters 
like millions of emeralds as 
we paddled in desperation 
for safety at the Town`s  
beach and our vehicle. In 
that fantasy of beauty was the 
reality of thunder and lighting 
strikes along the Escarpment 
along the shore beside us.

Echoes of Thunder
The echoes of thunder 
off the Escarpment face 
still live with us.

More recently, Laurie 
suggested we explore Lion’s 
Head again in calmer waters. 
Our goal was to paddle the 
same route of a few years ago 
but this time get to the end of 

the cliff formation and around 
the point towards MacKay’s 
Harbour, about an eight-km 
round trip. The skies were 
clear and waters inviting.  

We did not go far when we 
came across a small fishing 
boat close to shore, with 
occupants looking up at the 
cliffs and rock climbers. We 
had thought it was dangerous 
to be here in a lightning storm. 
Watching these climbers 
changed my perspective. 
Our ancestors had a natural 
fear of heights and that is 
one of the reasons why our 
bloodlines exist today. 

On we went along the shore 
below the cliff, enjoying all 
the fascinations that nature 
has left for us to explore. We 
stopped right under the Lion’s 
Head precipice and Laurie 
noticed another climber. This 
one was not taking the easy 
route. He was right at the 
bottom of the huge overhang, 
the Lion’s throat. We did not 
want to watch. We wanted to 

paddle away fast but morbid 
fear for the man made us look. 
He made it out to the sunny 
vertical cliff face to the right 
of him, where he tried to go 
from climbing almost upside 
down to go straight up again. 

Heart-Stopping Cry
I turned away for a 
moment, then we heard 
a sound I never wanted 
to hear, surely the sound 
that a man makes in 
his last seconds.  

▲ The Bruce Trail runs through the wilderness along the top of the Niagara Escarpment at Lion’s Head. In this 
photograph, the jutting “face of the lion” is clearly visible at the top of the cliff. The huge tree-covered rock beneath 
it fell off the Escarpment an unknown time ago. The lion now guards it.

▲ Laurie Mackenzie on the shore with the Bruce Trail behind her. 
The Escarpment is evident on the horizon to the south.

A Lion’s Roar
Written and photographed by Bruce Mackenzie
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At the terrified cry of the 
man we turned to see him 
swinging like a pendulum 
about 15 m below from where 
he ascended to. It took a 
while for the twisting and 
swinging of the man, like a 
pendulum, to stop. He had 
been attached to a safety rope. 
When the climber stopped 
moving, an unseen partner 
started to lower him to the 
ground through the trees. We 
never saw the partner and 
once the man was lowered 
below tree tops we did not 
see or hear anything more. 

This was an example 
of blind trust in a piton 
hammered into limestone and 
a harness that consisted simply 
of a safety belt attached to a 
loop around the top of each 
leg, with nothing around the 
chest or shoulders. Just what 
were the forces on his lower 
trunk and hips when he came 
to that incredibly sudden stop? 

Even though our hearts 
stopped a moment, the scenery 
stayed alive, the waters flowed 
and we kept along our way. 
The weather stayed fine and a 
km or so later we were safely 

back to our beach. It might 
be a while before we kayak 
Lion’s Head again. We have 
heard the Lion roar twice now.

Bruce Mackenzie, retired 
director of customer service 
of the Hamilton Conservation 
Authority, is active in various 

naturalist organizations in the 
Hamilton area and is deeply 
involved with the Save the 
Wood Lot project in Grimsby.

▲ A place of beauty: looking out from inside a cavern on the shore at Lion’s Head.

◀ A rock 
climber (see 
arrow) defying 
gravity under 
the “chin of 
the lion.”

After the fall: the 
climber hanging 

below the “chin” 
after suddenly 

dropping 15 m.▶
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n The Gift of Land

What Else I’ve Inherited
By Gloria Hildebrandt

I
t’s a Saturday morning in 
July and it’s going to be 
a stinkin’ hot weekend 
according to the weather 

forecast. First thing this 
morning, I closed all the 
windows in the house to keep 
the interior its pleasant 20 
degrees C. Last night, however, 
I had to light a fire in the 
woodstove because it had been 
chilly inside thanks to a day 
of rain and damp. I was so 
cold I had to wear my winter 
indoor booties. Crazy weather.

Right after breakfast, which 
I figured would be the coolest 
time of the day, I got geared 
up in my usual long work 
pants, socks, boots, T-shirt 
covered by an unbuttoned 
long-sleeved shirt, bug shirt 
with hood, and gloves. I had a 
wagon load of wood chips that 
I wanted to spread on a path.

Even with ear muffs on 
to protect against the tractor 
engine noise, I heard the 

mosquitoes whining. I saw 
them swarming around 
my netting-covered face. I 
quickly spread the chips 
nicely on the path and felt 
pleased with myself. 

Now along with the land 
that I inherited from my father, 
it appears I have inherited 
some character traits. One 
is the inability to quit while 
things are pleasant. Like my 
father, I have a tendency to 
push things a little. Just a little 
more, just a little longer.

Burning Brush
Here’s one dramatic example 
of my father’s way of working. 
Many years ago, when my 
mother was still alive, I went 
to my mailbox and noticed 
smoke billowing from my 
parents’ front yard next door. 

“That’s not right,” I thought, 
and walked down the road 
to have a look. My father was 
using a shovel to beat flames 
from a grass fire. I went to 
help, grabbing a rake, and 

then I noticed that he had two 
fires going, burning brush. He 
explained that because one fire 
was going so well, he decided 
to start another fire, in order 
to burn the brush faster. But 
the fires got out of hand. We 
spent the next hour frantically 
staying ahead of the grass 
fire that was racing through 
the natural section beside 
the mowed front yard. When 
the fire came to a path of cut 
grass, it mercifully stopped 
spreading and we were able 
to put it out. Had it jumped 
the path, I don’t know what 
would have happened. This was 
just one instance of when my 
father wanted to save time on 
a chore but ended up spending 
much more time on it. 

Clipping Burdock
This mornng, after spreading 
the wood chips on the 
path, I remembered that I 
had seen two tall burdock 
plants ripening in a stand of 
natural growth. I thought I’d 

snip them off with my long 
clippers before they scattered 
and formed a million more 
plants. Still geared up against 
the mosquitoes that would be 
in the tall growth, I hacked 
away until I was able to cut the 
burdocks and drag them clear. 
Then I saw about six more 
burdock plants rising above 
the bee balm, goldenrod  and 
raspberry plants. Swinging 
my clippers, stamping down 
plants, I inched to each 
burdock, bent way down, felt 
for the stems with my clippers 
and wrestled them out.

Soon I was gasping for air 
through the wet bug veil. My 
hair was soaked and covered 
my eyes. My glasses were 
completely fogged up. It was 
100 per cent humidity and 
100 per cent mosquitoes. I 
was exhausted. I was in a 
foul mood. When my dog 
Kelly tried to push into the 
cool house ahead of me, I 
yelled at her. I was just like 
my father. Pushing things to 
the limit, until tempers flare.

But I got ‘er done. There’s 
now a pile of burdock on the 
grass near my burn pile. If the 
burdock seeds start to grow in 
the grass, I can keep them in 
check by mowing. That’s why 
I never stack burdock where 
I can’t mow. I’ll let them dry 
out near the firepit, which 
will remain the sole firepit I 
use at one time, however. 

I realized something 
about myself today. I share 
my father’s impatience and 
tendency to bad temper when 
frustrated or tired, but maybe 
I also have his self-discipline 
and high expectations of 
himself, and his ability to 
get just a little more done. I 
just don’t know if that’s good, 
bad or even necessary.

Gloria Hildebrandt is the 
co-founder, co-publisher 
and editor of Niagara 
Escarpment Views.▲Wood chips spread neatly on a path. PHOTO BY GLORIA HILDEBRANDT.

52  Niagara Escarpment Views  •  summer 2016  



Stone Edge Estate 
Bed & Breakfast, Georgetown Ontario

A touch of luxury on the Niagara Escarpment
Large bright rooms with ensuite bath, TV & bar fridge.

Indoor pool, jacuzzi, wifi, handicap friendly.

13951 Ninth Line 
Georgetown, ON

905 702 8418
www.StoneEdgeEstate.ca

Enjoy the Magic 
of the Country

175 King St. 
Terra Cotta    

905.873.2223    
1-800-520-0920

www.cotta.ca

  

TWO SEASONS AVAILABLE SUMMER OR WINTER.  
LOCATED IN ESCARPMENT COUNTRY™ CLOSE TO MANY ATTRACTIONS.

UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT BY LONG-TIME CAMPGROUND STAFF MEMBER!

Fully serviced sites with electric (up to 50 Amp),
water & sewer hookups, Free WiFi
8690 Tremaine Rd. Milton
1.800.308.9120  •  905.878.6781
www.miltonhgtscampgrd.com 

Milton
Heights

Campground

This Summer these inns, B&Bs, motels and campgrounds are 
ready for your overnights. The restaurants and cafés will give 
you their best. Drop in or call ahead, and mention Niagara 
Escarpment Views for a great welcome. Send your mini reviews 
and share your favourite places: email editor@NEViews.ca 

ACTON & GEORGETOWN
McDonald’s
The tried-and-true, dependable kids’ favourite. 
Drive-through, eat-in. 
374 Queen St. E., Acton, Open at 5 a.m.; 
185 Guelph St., Georgetown, Open 24 hours.

ACTON, ERIN & GEORGETOWN
Tim Hortons
More than coffee & donuts: breakfast, sandwiches, 
hot bowls & new items.
318 Queen St. E., Acton 519 853 5945; 13515 Hwy 7, Georgetown 
905 873 7503; 4 Thompson Cres., Erin 519 833 2600

CALEDONIA
Grand River Dinner Cruises
Brunch, lunch, dinner & sunset dinner cruises.
36 Brant County Rd. 22, Caledonia, 800.847.3321, 
grandrivercruises.ca

DUNDAS
Jax Sweet Shoppe
Choices galore for the sweet tooth but also traditional & upscale 
breakfast fare like eggs, sausage, bacon, ham, granola bowl.
33 King St. W., Dundas, 905.627.0529, JaxSweetShoppe.ca

ERIN, CALEDON & TORONTO
Paradise Prime Beef Bistro
Finely crafted Canadian meats: farm-to-grill prime beef, 
steaks, burgers, sausage, fish, sandwiches, salads & more. 
Meat raised in Ontario with only the finest standards, all 
grass-fed & grain-finished, no added growth hormones.
2 Thompson Cres., Unit A, Erin, 519.315.0135; 
16057 Airport Rd. Caledon, 905.860.2000; 
678c Sheppard Ave. E., Toronto, 647.347.4195, 
ParadiseFarmsBistro.com

Eat & Stay Along the 
Niagara Escarpment

• Margaret’s fresh baked pies, Giffen’s famous tarts
• Shawna’s fresh made bakery items: cinnamon rolls, 

brownies, cherry cheese cake bars, date squares and more 
• Eat-in and carry out breakfasts and lunches
• Joann’s take-out & take-home heat & serve meals
• Local apples, other fruit & vegetables
• Culinary classic Eggs Benedict on weekends!
• Open daily mon to fri: 7am  – 5pm, sat to sun: 8am – 5pm

55 Station Street, Glen Huron
705-466-3080, ext 222
www.giffens.ca

Definitely Worth a Visit!
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Losing Weight?

FIGHT BACK

Home of Tobermory’s best all-day breakfast sandwich

1-800-463-8343   •   20 Bay Street, Tobermory, ON

Free wi-fi on our patio

1 800 GO FUDGE   •   18 Bay Street, Tobermory, ON
www.sweetshop.ca

Serving Local Texas Longhorn Beef

Cuisine that’s homemade, created from scratch
148 Main St. North, Rockwood

519.856.1220   •   info@chompinatthebit.ca

www.chompinatthebit.ca

318 Queen St. E., Acton 
519 853-5945

13515 Highway 7, Georgetown
905 873-7503

4 Thompson Cres., Erin
519 833-2600

Motel
The only thing we overlook is Georgian Bay.
Thank you for your 50 seasons of business!

We have closed the restaurant,
but the motel remains open!

King, Queen Room, Suites

www.grandview-tobermory.com
519 596 2220

Located on the beautiful shore of  
Big Tub Harbour.  

Waterfront Dining and Accommodation.  
Canoe, kayak, and stand up paddle board 

rentals (ideal for viewing wrecks). 

 519-596-2219
www.bigtubresort.ca

Big Tub 
Harbour Resort

A delicious, convenient place to stop
Just South of the QEW, on Victoria Avenue, Exit 57

Heart of Niagara, Fresh Local Produce
Bakery and Gluten Free, Deli, Cheese Market

Monthly Theme Dinners!

4600 Victoria Avenue 
Vineland, ON
289.567.0487

www.goculinary.ca

Bringing the market indoors year round!

Premium Quality Meats,
Gluten Free Products,
Scratch Made Soups

and Meals

7 Toronto Street South
Celebrating local entrepreneurs and products at

Markdale, ON
519-986-4144

www.themarketshoppe.com

Eat in or 
Take out185 Guelph S. 

Georgetown
OPEN 24 HOURS

374 Queen St. E. 
Acton

OPEN AT 5 A.M.

GEORGETOWN
Heather’s Bakery Café
Ready-made & custom baked goods. Café 
serves homemade soup & sandwiches, 
quesadillas, quiche, salad & more.
103 Main St. S., Georgetown, 
905.873.6569, HeathersBakeryCafe.ca

Stone Edge Estate
Luxurious B&B on the Escarpment with 
indoor pool, Jacuzzi spas, elevator.
13951 Ninth Line, Georgetown, 
905.702.8418, StoneEdgeEstate.ca

GLEN HURON
Giffen’s Country Market
The newly renovated restaurant serves 
home-style breakfast & lunch. Local 
& homegrown fruits & produce are 
featured in their baking & dishes.
55 Station St., Glen Huron, 
705.466.3080, giffens.ca

KILLARNEY
Killarney Mountain Lodge
Cabins, rooms, chalets on north 
shore of Georgian Bay. Casual dining 
room with Canadian comfort food. 
Renovated in 2015.
3 Commissioner St., Killarney, 
705.287.2242, Killarney.com

LION’S HEAD
Lion’s Head Beach Motel 
and Cottages
Right on the beach, overlooking 
the harbour. Open year-round, 
close to Bruce Trail, biking 
& winter sports trails.
1 McNeil St., Lion’s Head, 
519.793.3155 x 133, 
lionsheadbeachmotel.com

Lion’s Head Inn Restaurant & Pub
English pub, outdoor, indoor 
patios, open year-round.
8 Helen St., Lion’s Head, 
519.793.4601, lionsheadinn.ca

LITTLE CURRENT
The Island Jar
Whole foods market & café. Eat in 
or take out, open year round.
15 Water St. E., Little Current, 
705.368.1881, TheIslandJar.com

MANITOWANING
Rainbow Ridge Golf Course 
and the Ridge Bar & Grill
Meals served from breakfast 
to 9 pm dinner.
26B Clover Valley Rd., 
Manitowaning, 705.859.2990, 
rainbowridgegolfcourse.com
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705 368 2428
wadek@vianet.ca

www.campingmanitoulin.ca

Green Acres
Tent & Trailer Park

on Sheguiandah Bay, Manitoulin Island

•  Safe sandy beach
•  22 beach front campsites
•  Year-round full-service
    restaurant

• Rec Hall & Activities
• Spacious grassed lots
• Modern clean washrooms
• Laundry facilities
• Large Playground

Largest Campground on Lake Manitou

COTTAGES
• 6 modern cottages
• 3 & 4 piece bath
• EXCELLENT SWIMMING
• Boat & Motor Rentals
• Canoe/Kayak/Paddle Boat

Your Hosts: Chris and Myia
Tel: 705-859-3550 • Fax: 705-859-2833

www.manitoulinresort.com

CAMPING

705-368-1881  •  theislandjar.com
Downtown Little Current

WHOLE FOODS MARKET & CAFÉ

18 Hole Championship Golf Course
Indoor Golf Academy
Licensed Establishment
Great Tournaments & Outings
Lessons & More

Book a Tee Time Now
1 (888) 959-6372

rainbowridgegolfcourse.com

18 Hole Championship Golf Course
Indoor Golf Academy
Licensed Establishment
Great Tournaments & Outings
Lessons & More

3 very comfortable rooms

Longest Sand Beach & Boardwalk 
on Manitoulin Island

12 Mutchmor Street, 
Providence Bay
ON  P0P 1T0

Phone (705) 377-7800
E-mail: info@onthebaybb.ca
Web: www.onthebaybb.ca

We are wild!

Need some
wilderness therapy?

www.killarney.comwww.killarney.com

Relaxation Centre of Manitoulin Island
Bed and Breakfast & Motel Style Units

Clean Sandy Bay  •  Spectacular Sunsets
113 Ketchankookem Trail,

P.O. Box 377, Mindemoya ON P0P 1S0
1-888-377-4075  •  islandspring@amtelecom.net

www.islandspring.ca

MARKDALE
The Market Shoppe
Homemade soups, fresh sandwiches, 
locally roasted organic fair trade 
coffee, in-house baking.
7 Toronto St. S., Markdale, 
519.986.4144, themarketshoppe.com

MILTON
Milton Heights Campground
Seasonal camping for RVs & tenting, 
conveniently located between 
Toronto & Niagara Falls. Under new 
management.
8690 Tremaine Rd, Milton, 
905.878.6781, miltonhgtscampgrd.com

MINDEMOYA
Island Spring Cottages
2 & 3-bedroom cottages with 
4-piece bathrooms & full kitchens 
on sandy bay of Lake Mindemoya.
113 Ketchankookem Trail, 
888.377.4075, islandspring.ca

Maja’s
Vegetarian, vegan or meat daily 
specialties. Tea garden. Organic 
rainforest coffee, wide selection 
of herbal teas.
6152 Hwy. 542, Mindemoya, 
705 377 4471, majas.ca

Manitoulin Inn
18 units with queen beds, 4-piece 
bathrooms, close to attractions.
2070 Hwy 551, Mindemoya, 
705.377.5500, manitoulininn.ca

PROVIDENCE BAY
On The Bay
3-bedroom B&B on longest sand 
beach on Manitoulin Island. Upper 
deck gives views of Providence Bay.
12 Muchmor St., Providence Bay, 
705.377.7800, onthebaybb.ca

RED BAY
Evergreen Resort
Cottages on natural sand 
beach, heated pool, 2 hot tubs, 
sauna, Lake Huron sunsets.
139 Resort Rd., South Bruce 
Peninsula, 519.534,1868, 
evergreenresortredbay.ca

ROCKWOOD
Chompin at the Bit Bar & Grille
Upscale pub food: Texas Longhorn 
beef, grass-fed & hormone-free, 
but also vegetarian options & great 
care taken re food allergies.
148 Main St. North, Rockwood, 
519.856.1220, chompinatthebit.ca
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View of Land Conservation n 

The How-To of Conservation Agreements

           
800-847-3321     May 24 to October 2       Caledonia, ON 

grandrivercruises.ca 
 

Cruise a Canadian Cruise a Canadian Cruise a Canadian 
Heritage RiverHeritage RiverHeritage River   

Spring Special! Spring Special! Spring Special! 
Receive Receive Receive $5 off $5 off $5 off per person per person per person 
between May 24 & June 10between May 24 & June 10between May 24 & June 10   

Now Serving Breakfast!
Wa�es, crepes, eggs benny, fresh fruit

smoothies, homemade granola & more!
33 King St. W., Dundas • 905.627.0529

www.JaxSweetShoppe.ca

On the Beach Overlooking �e Harbour
EASY ACCESS TO HIKING, BIKING

& WINTER SPORTS TRAILS
Extra Large Units with Kitchens

OPEN ALL YEAR

www.lionsheadbeachmotel.com

1 McNeil Street, Box 328, Lion’s Head
Ph: 519-793-3155

Reservations Recommended

LION’S HEAD BEACH MOTEL
AND COTTAGES 

SINGHAMPTON
Open daily at 10:00 AM • Private Rooms Available

“Celebrating over 30 years in business!”
Prime Rib Every Thursday, Friday, Saturday, Sunday

705-445-1247 mylarandloretas.ca

w w w . r e n t c o t t a g e . c o m

Over 375 privately owned
waterfront cottages

New Cottage Owners Welcome

Online Rental Catalogue  1-888-447-9590

Rentcottage.com

Q
ua

lit
y 

Ontario           Cottage R
entals

Heather’s Bakery Cafe
Specializing in cakes and
pastries for any occasion

103 Main St. S. Georgetown
905.873.6569

www.heathersbakery.ca

103 Main St. S. Georgetown
905.873.6569

www.heathersbakery.ca

Blue Mountains, Collingwood
705.445.7598

www.prettyriverinn.com
inn@prettyriver.infosathse.com

GOLDEN GALLERY TOBERMORY

www.goldengallerytobermory.com

featuring 
The Art of 
Kent Wilkens

800.449.5921

KentWilkens@aol.com
www.wilkens-art.comHwy 6 Tobermory

Little Tub Harbour

SHEGUIANDAH
Green Acres Tent & Trailer Park
Camping & trailer sites, sand 
beach. The new restaurant 
has home-made meals.
Sheguiandah, 705.368.2428, 
campingmanitoulin.ca

SINGHAMPTON
Mylar & Loreta’s Restaurant
Well-prepared comfort food. Open 
10 a.m. year-round, 7 days a week. 
Popular for family gatherings.
Grey County Road 124, Singhampton, 
705.445.1247, mylarandloretas.ca

TERRA COTTA
The Terra Cotta Inn
Riverside setting for weddings, 
fine dining, hearty pub fare. Lower 
level pub & wine bar with fireplace, 
outdoor patio in warm seasons.
175 King St., Terra Cotta, 905.873.2223, 
1.800.520.0920, cotta.ca

TOBERMORY
Big Tub Harbour Resort
Waterfront resort close to plenty of 
Tobermory attractions. Family owned & 
operated. Bootlegger’s Cove Pub on site.
236 Big Tub Rd., Tobermory, 
519.596.2219, bigtubresort.ca

Grandview Motel 
Stunning views of Little Tub & Big Tub 
Harbours, Georgian Bay sunsets. 
11 Earl St., Tobermory, 519.596.2220 
grandview-tobermory.com

Land’s End Park
Quiet family campground in 70 acres 
of natural forest. Large wooded 
sites for tents & RVs, private sand 
beach, natural scenic beauty.
59 Corey Cresc., Tobermory, 
519.596.2523, landsendpark.com

The Sweet Shop/Coffee Shop
Teas, coffees, other beverages, 
snacks & light meals including 
all-day breakfast sandwich.
20 Bay St., Tobermory, 
800.463.8343, sweetshop.ca

VINELAND
Grand Oak Culinary Market
Eat in or takeout: gourmet 
meals, deli, bakery & more. 
Monthly theme dinners.
4600 Victoria Ave., Vineland, 
289.567.0487, goculinary.ca
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By Bob Barnett

I 
hear lots of people say 
they don’t like gravel pits. 
Other people complain 
that our farmland should 

be protected from creeping 
suburban tract housing. 
When I meet people who own 
farmland or woodlots and 
who don’t like development, 
I ask how big their property 
is. My next question is, 

“Well how would you like 
an income tax receipt for 
$150,000 for never having 
a gravel pit and ensuring 
your farmland is kept for 
farming.” They usually ask, 

“How could you do that?”
A conservation agreement, 

under provincial legislation, 
allows a landowner to restrict 
all future users from land uses 
they don’t want by placing 
covenants on title. Since 
1997, Escarpment Biosphere 
Conservancy (EBC) has been 
coordinating the applicable 
provincial and federal 
government programs to help 
families protect their own 
legacy, the land they care 
for, and also benefit from 
substantial income tax savings. 
Our charitable land trust has 
helped landowners place 

“conservation agreements” 
with such covenants on 45 
properties covering almost 
4,000 acres. One landowner, 
Gunter Springer, from 
Chatsworth has protected 
10 properties with 900 acres. 
Now he is the vice-chair 
of our charity’s board.

Tax Incentives 
Environment Canada 
has designed an “EcoGift” 
program to provide income 
tax incentives to help protect 
Canada’s special places. 
Restricting future uses will 
reduce your land value today, 
reduce capital gain taxes 
and make it easier to pass 
your land to your children.

EBC protects a new 
property about once a 
month. Our reserves range 
from Caledon to Manitoulin 
and from Goderich to 
Mattawa. Our conservation 
agreements cover properties 
usually sized from 25 to 403 

acres and include farmland, 
woodlots, plantations and 
wetlands. The $150,000 
example, above, was based 
on a 100-acre farm in Grey 
County, but our receipts 
have ranged up to $600,000 
for a 32-acre property. 

Please do not hesitate 
to contact me for a 
preliminary discussion.

Bob Barnett of Escarpment 
Biosphere Conservancy can be 
reached at 888.815.9575 or 
through www.escarpment.ca.

View of Land Conservation n 

The How-To of Conservation Agreements

▲Protected! Gunter Springer ‘s Hamilton Creek property near Holland Centre. PHOTO BY  BOB BARNETT.

How to Keep Your Woodlot or Farmland the Way It Is
1.	 Check out escarpment.ca for information 

about our land trust and examples, 
but give me a call at 888-815-9575 to 
discuss your project. I can give you 
a broad outline over the phone.

2.	 Invite us to visit your property. At that 
meeting we can discuss the ecological 
features of your property and how 
restrictions might be placed on some “zones” 
you choose to establish like protection 
on farmland, but not on others, like the 
residential zone surrounding your house, 
road and barn which usually remain virtually 
unencumbered. We’d also discuss the 
steps, timing, and probable receipt value.

3.	 You discuss the project with family and 
your advisors. We often attend such 
meetings to answer technical questions.

4.	 Together, we draft up the wording of 
the restrictions you wish to place on 
title. You choose from a potential menu 
of 24 items and we modify the wording 
to suit you and your family. Some people 
choose to specify organic farming, prohibit 
hunting or include a “dark sky” clause, 
but every agreement is different. Every 
agreement allows EBC to check that the 
current owner is following the rules.

5.	 We ask for a valuation of the restrictions 
from a professional appraiser who will 
meet the needs of Environment Canada. 
If you are satisfied with that value, we 
proceed and finalize the appraisal.

6.	 We submit your project to Environment 
Canada for their review of the 
ecological features and valuation.

7.	 With those approvals in hand, you 
ask your lawyer to work with EBC’s 
lawyer to prepare documents for 
registration of the agreement.

8.	 You sign the documents and the 
lawyers register the agreement. EBC 
issues you an income tax receipt for 
the appraised and approved value.

9.	 You can use your income tax receipt over 
as many as 10 years until it’s used up. It 
reduces your taxes by 40 to 46 per cent of 
the donation value and you will be exempt 
from capital gain tax on the donation.

10.	 You will know that EBC will monitor the 
property from time to time at good times 
for you or the future owner to ensure the 
agreement is being honoured. If owners 
disobey your agreement, EBC has the 
power under provincial legislation to 
restore the property. —Bob Barnett
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For more events, go to www.NEViews.ca.

n coming events

June 3 & 4
Bruce Peninsula Orchid Festival
Parks Canada Visitor Centre, 
Tobermory  orchidfest.ca

June 4
Shaw Guild Garden Tour
Niagara-on-the-Lake
shawfest.com/gardentour

June 4 & 5
Doors Open Owen Sound
owensound.ca/live/ 
doors-open-owen-sound

June 4 & 5
Re-enactment of the 
Battle of Stoney Creek
Battlefield Park, Stoney Creek
battlefieldhouse.ca  
905.662.8458

June 5
Riverfest
Willow Park Ecology Centre, 
Norval  riverfest-norval.ca  
905.877.2579

June 11
Highland Games
Georgetown Fairgrounds, 
Georgetown
GeorgetownHighlandGames.com

June 12
Carnegie Gallery 23rd Annual 
Garden Tour
Dundas
carnegie@carnegiegallery.org 
905.627.4265

June 18
Dundas Eco-Fair
Hamilton Air Force Association 
Building, Dundas
905.336.1158 x 2285

June 18
2016 Grand Durand Garden Tour
Durand neighbourhood, 
Hamilton  durandna.com 

June 19
Classics Against Cancer
Cedarvale Park, Georgetown
ClassicsAgainstCancer.com 
647.558.8143

June 24
Summertime Blues Concert
Kelso Beach, Owen Sound
summertime-blues.com

June 25
Bike It to the Market
Downtown, Georgetown
downtowngeorgetown.com 
905.873.4970

June 26
Ride Don’t Hide 2016
Community bike ride for mental 
health taking advantage of 
views of Georgian Bay.
Kelso Beach, Owen Sound
ridedonthide.com 519.371.3642

July 2
Waterfront Festival
Community Waterfront Heritage 
Centre, Owen Sound
marineandrail.ca 519.371.3333

July 29–31
Emancipation Festival
Harrison Park, Owen Sound
emancipation.ca 

July 30
Creemore Children’s Festival
Downtown Creemore  
CreemoreChildrensFestival.com

Aug. 2–4
The Grey Bruce Kennel 
& Obedience Club 
Annual Championship 
Conformation Dog Show 
and Obedience Trials
Harrison Park, Owen Sound
greybrucekennelclub.com 
519.538.1525

Aug. 14
Leathertown Festival
Mill St., Acton
LeathertownFestival.com

Aug. 19-21
Summerfolk Music 
& Crafts Festival
Kelso Beach Park, Owen Sound
summerfolk.org

Aug. 26–Sept. 4
Owen Sound Salmon 
Spectacular
Owen Sound
sydenhamsportsmen.com

Aug. 27
Copper Kettle Festival
Mad River Park, Creemore
copperkettlefestival.ca

Subscribe!
Published four times a year. 

In Canada: q Annual: $22 
 q Two years: $39.50 
  (HST included. # 80712 0464 RT0001) 

To the U.S.: q Annual: $35 (cdn. funds)
 q Two years: $65 (cdn. funds)

Name _______________________________________________________

Street Address ________________________________________________

Town/City ___________________________________________________

Postal Code __________________________________________________

Phone # _____________________________________________________

Email _______________________________________________________

Mail cheques payable to Niagara Escarpment Views: 

50 Ann St., Georgetown ON L7G 2V2

“I loved your magazine…but was 
unable to buy a copy anywhere.”

“…writing flows beautifully, with 
creativity and flair all the while 

delivering a most important message.”

“I don’t want to miss an issue.”

“Where can I get a copy?”
“I look forward to every issue I receive…”

“…we love your magazine so 
much that we wish to renew and 

also give…a subscription…”
“The content is fascinating as always and the visuals 

are terrific, especially the centre spread.”

…great content and gorgeous photos…”

“Enjoy the magazine very much…”

“…a great read with articles of 
interest stretching from one end of the 

beautiful Escarpment to the other.”
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David Christopherson
MP Hamilton Centre

davidchristopherson.ca

Scott Duvall 
MP Hamilton Mountain

scottduvall.ndp.ca

Supporting the preservation of 
the Niagara Escarpment

Bob Bratina, M.P.
Hamilton East-Stoney Creek

Proud supporter of the Niagara Escarpment

40 Centennial Parkway N, Unit 2
Hamilton, ON  L8E 1H6

Bob.bratina@parl.gc.ca  •  905-662-4763

Flamborough-Glanbrook
#3-59 Kirby Ave., Greensville, ON L9H 6P3

DAVID SWEET, M.P.
905.627.9169 | davidsweet.ca �e Niagara Escarpment

Celebrating the beautiful views 
of the place we call home.
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VOLUNTEER!
Help those with physical disabilities:

make custom products out of
wood, metal, plastic or fabric.

Niagara Chapter
1 800 263-3463 ext. 7211

www.marchofdimes.ca/designability
 

DesignAbility®

NPCA.CA

Watch ships navigate a world
engineering marvel: the Welland Canal. 
Explore local history at the Museum!

1932 Welland Canals Pkwy., St. Catharines
museum@stcatharines.ca

1-800-305-5134
www.stcatharinesmuseum.ca

Farm Market
Open 7 days a week from mid June to end Oct.

Locally grown fresh fruits & vegetables
Pick-your-own strawberries & 
cherries available in season

5529 Greenlane Rd., Beamsville
905 563 4423 www.hildrethfarms.ca

Jewellery ·  Accessories ·  Clothing
Shabby Chic Furniture

198 Locke St. South, Hamilton, ON  289-396-2174

20% o� Gemstone of the Month

Hours: Wed.- Sat.10 am-5 pm, Sun.12 pm-4 pm

CALEDON Fireplace
Traditional Quality

Certified Sales & Installations
www.caledonfireplace.ca

888 212 4413
Located at the S.W. Corner of 

Hwy. #10 and King St. in Caledon

EVERY MOVE MATTERS

Joanne Gaulton
Sales Representative

905.662.6666 or 905.945.0895
joannegaulton@royallepage.ca

www.joannegaulton.ca

GRIMSBY

NIAGARA
stoney

creek

hamilton

Escarpment

Wine Country

Lake
    Ontario

H
am
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n
 ▼

community market n

Canadian made
solid wood & custom

upholstered furniture,
quality linens,

art & home decor.

85 Hurontario Street, Collingwood
(705) 445-1988

Home StoreHome Store
www.clerksons.com

“Toys for kids of all ages”

www.mindsalive.ca

57 Hurontario St.
Collingwood
705.445.6222
Mon-Wed 9:30-5:30, Thurs-Fri 9:30-6:00

Sat 9:30-5:00 and Sun 11:00-4:00

313 King St.
Midland

705.526.6662
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MANITOULIN REAL ESTATE

“YOUR ISLAND CONNECTION”
www.rolstons.com

1 800 461 0123  or  705 368 2381  

J.A. Rolston Ltd.J.A. Rolston Ltd.
REAL ESTATE BROKERAGE

S.A.W. Technology

Solar 
Panels: 

50w-330w

We ship across Canada

info@sawtechnology.com
Tel: (905) 567-1804 (Solar)

(416) 830-5769 (LED)

www.SolarShoppingMall.com
www.sawtechnology.com

www.maxpowerledlights.com

LED
Lights

Charge Controllers
Inverters
Batteries
Solar Air Heaters
On/Off-grid systems

Dealers wantedSOLAR
LED

1-844-945-8687 • www.wikwemikong.ca1-844-945-8687 • www.wikwemikong.ca

Tourist Information Centre

Bebamikawe Memorial Trail

Wikwemikong Cultural Festival

Ice Fishing Derby

Point Grondine Park

Tourist Information Centre

Bebamikawe Memorial Trail

Wikwemikong Cultural Festival

Ice Fishing Derby

Point Grondine Park

104 Main St. S. Rockwood
519.856.9561

HOURS: Tuesday to Friday 8AM – 6PM 
 Saturday 8AM – 5:30PM

Home of the Double High

Edwards Studios
Art Gallery • 705 282-1919

Kagawong Old Mill • 2nd Floor
Home Studios • 705 282-0360

edwardsartstudios@gmail.com
www.edwardsartstudios.com

Follow us on

Integrated invasive
species management and plans

for your piece of the rock
CONTACT US TODAY

biodiversity@powerhalton.ca • 905.873.1820

LET’S GET RID OF ESCARPMENT
INVASIVE SPECIES

*cleanings are 30 minutes in duration—2 units of scaling, with new patient complete exam.

Free Cleaning*

905.877.2828
www.sterlingdentalgeorgetown.com

905.873.6776
221 Miller Drive

Walk-in
Family Practice
Paediatrician

Sports Medicine
Minor Surgery

OPEN  DAYS/WEEK

Honest, trustworthy,
top-quality work at fair prices

Invest in your home with the most
reliable company on the market.

CALL 905.761.2865
FOR FREE ESTIMATE!

12 Cadetta Road Unit 1, Brampton 
www.terrapave.ca

Spriggs Insurance Brokers Limited
 
 Offices in: Angus  (705) 424.7191  
  Georgetown 905.874.3059    
  Milton 905.878.2326
  Oakville 905.844.9232
  Stayner (705) 428.3138

  www.spriggs.ca
 

 Your Best Insurance is an Insurance Broker
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12 Armstrong Avenue | Georgetown Ontario
New location, more space & parking to better serve Halton Hills

wastewise@wastewise.ca

Halton Hills largest indoor garage sale

Store Hours 
Mon-Wed  9-5 
Thu 9-8
Fri and Sat 9-5

Phone 
905 873 8122 
e-waste 
recycling depot

www.wastewise.ca

“Where the Ground Develops Around You”
Interlocking
Flagstone
Armour Stone
Retaining Walls
Snow Plowing
Garden Installation
Concrete Work
Lawn Care
Pool Decks

Marsh’s Landscaping

416.418.2428
marshlandscaping.com

Georgetown Yarn
Quality Yarns and Supplies

Classes • Community Projects

facebook.com/GeorgetownYarn

FOR THE LOVE OF YARN

170 Guelph St. Georgetown
905.877.1521

www.georgetownyarn.com

Martha Summers
Sales Representative

Office: 905.877.8262 ~ Cell: 905.866.8120
martha@marthasummers.ca

Manitoulin Waterfront
Lots for Sale, Off the Grid  
3+ acres on North Channel

near Gore Bay $47,000
MarthaSummers.ca

A Town and Country Agent
serving  Caledon, Erin & Halton Hills

BrokerageMeadowtowne Realty, 
I n d e p e n d e n t l y  O w n e d  a n d  O p e r a t e d
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Dr. Michael Beier and Team
Family & Cosmetic Dentistry
Dr. Michael Beier - Dentist

Bettina Hayes - Dental Hygienist
Elena Hibbs - Dental Assistant

Sherie Reaume – Administration
90 Guelph Street, Georgetown

905 877 5389 drmichaelbeier@cogeco.net

Mark Hilliard, B.A., J.D

MACKENZIE
& CHAPMAN

Barristers and Solicitors

Real Estate Lawyer at

33 Main St. S., Acton
519.853.1330

macchap@on.aibn.com

A
ct

o
n

 ▼

Your friendly neighbourhood pharmacy!

118 Mill Street, Unit 101
Georgetown

www.georgetownpharmacy.ca

905.877.8888

 214 Guelph St. Georgetown
Tel: (905) 873-1363

Superior Quality Paints & Stains • Great Value

Discover the Dulux Difference

LOVE LIVING IN HALTON HILLS

Charged up for your Real Estate needs

Mimi Keenan,
Sales Representative
direct: 416.938.5158
office: 905.877.8262
www.mimikeenan.ca

Meadowtowne Realty, Brokerage

I n d e p e n d e n t l y  O w n e d  a n d  O p e r a t e d

Glenn Sproule, CBCO, CET 
Sales Representative
iPro Realty Ltd., Brokerage

158 Guelph St., Unit 4
Georgetown, ON  L7G 4A6

905.873.6111 Cell 416.553.0054
gsproule@trebnet.com

Country Property Specialist

www.glennsproule.com

Halton Hills (Acton, Georgetown) community market n
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Kayaking in Big Tub, Tobermory. 
PHOTO BY MIKE DAVIS.

ENERGY FROM GARBAGE

Niagara Region endorses an 

energy-from-waste plant that will  

create steam to power a 
turbine, generating electricity. 

The plan is for garbage that can’t be recycled to be 

diverted from landfill and burned for energy. The 

resulting ash can be mixed with concrete and used 

as road material, while the remaining particles 

would become landfill. Environmental 

assessments still need to be done.

ALTERNATIVES TO CAR USE

Oakville plans to add   

28 km of cycling 
and pedestrian paths 
to town. New cycle lanes, off-road 

trails, sidewalks and signed bike 

routes will begin to be created by the 

end of 2016. More public bike storage 

options have also been promised.

The seeds of our future are taking root right now, for better or worse. This page shares better, 

forward-thinking ideas and celebrates significant environmental achievements that can help us 

lead the way in creating the Niagara Escarpment as a healthy, sustainable example of a thriving 

World Biosphere Reserve. Send us your recommendations for good achievements!

FORESIGHT
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www.Foodland.ca

Find these ingredients and  
more at any of these locations:
Creemore Foodland 
187 Mill Street 
705-466-3305

Hillsburgh Foodland 
102 Trafalgar Road North 
519-855-4512

Little Current Foodland 
37 Meredith Street 
705-368-2651

Markdale Foodland 
217 Toronto Street South 
519-986-3683

Meaford Foodland 
11 Sykes Street North 
519-538-1470

Owen Sound Foodland 
915 Tenth Street West 
519-376-8871

Shelburne Foodland 
226 First Avenue East 
519-925-6032

Stayner Foodland 
1057 County Road #42 
705-428-3449

Thornbury Foodland 
NEW LOCATION 
105 Arthur Street West 
519-599-3000

Tobermory Foodland 
9 Bay Street South 
519-596-2380

2
52

5

Grilled FRUit Skewers
with Habanero Caramel Sauce

Directions
1.  Melt butter and sugar in medium 

saucepan over medium heat. 
When sugar is dissolved, increase 
heat to medium-high. Stir in 
whipping cream and BBQ sauce. 
Boil 3 to 5 min. until thickened. 
Cool slightly. 

2.  Meanwhile, alternately thread 
mango, papaya and pineapple 
cubes onto skewers.  

3.  Place skewers on grill preheated 
to medium-high heat. Cook 5 to 
7 min., turning occasionally, until 
fruit is lightly golden and marked. 
Serve with warm caramel sauce 
for dipping. 

Prep Time: 15 min. 
Total Time: 30 min.
Serves: 4

tip:  make skewers with local 
strawberries, melons and peaches 
when in season

Ingredients
2 tbsp Butter (30 mL)
1/2 cup Sugar (125 mL) 
1/4 cup  35% Whipping Cream 

(60 mL)
3 tbsp  Sensations by Compliments 

Spirited Mickie Tequila Lime 
Habanero BBQ Sauce (45 mL)

2  Mangos, peeled, cut into 
large chunks

1/2  Papaya, peeled, cut into 
large chunks

1/2  Pineapple, peeled, cut into 
large chunks

8 Wooden Skewers, soaked



Lake
Huron

Georgian
Bay

Lake
Ontario

Lake
Simcoe

 South Baymouth

Manitowaning

Little Current

Tobermory

 Lion’s Head

Wiarton

Owen Sound
 Meaford

Shelburne 

 Thornbury

Creemore

Orangeville

TORONTO

Caledon

 Oakville

 Burlington

Milton

 HAMILTON

Campbellville

Ancaster
Dundas 

Grimsby Niagara-on-the-Lake

St. Catharines

Niagara Falls 

 Stayner

Flesherton

Georgetown
Glen Williams

Stoney Creek 

 Craigleith

Meldrum Bay

Chi-Cheem
aun

Mindemoya

M‘Chigeeng

Gore Bay

Alton 

Erin

Acton

Waterdown

Vineland 

Chatsworth

Markdale

 Mono

Welland

 Wasaga Beach

Terra Cotta

Collingwood

 Jordan

Mount Forest 

Hillsburgh 

Rockton 

Barrie

Formosa

Tottenham

Port Dover

Rockwood 

Singhampton 

Kagawong 

 Ferry

Thorold

Southampton 

Red Bay 

 Mississauga

Fergus

Eugenia

Conn
Violet Hill

Caledonia 

Greensville

Beamsville

Angus

Kimberley

Wainfleet

Chesley 
Heathcote

Clarksburg

Eden Mills 

Birch Island

Sheguiandah

Wikwemikong

Killarney

Providence
Bay

Ravenna 

Bolton
Caledon East

Glen Huron

Midland

Moorefield

 Brampton

4

26

89

124

9

7

3

109

50

5

56
20

65

24

6

6

6

10

10

8
6

6

401

403

403

QEW

QEW

Where to Get Copies Along 
the Niagara Escarpment

Pick up a free copy of 
Niagara Escarpment Views 

at these select locations.

To list your business on the 
map, call us to advertise at

905.877.9665.

Jordon
Ball’s Falls Centre 

for Conservation 

Kagawong
Edwards Studios 

Killarney
Killarney Mountain Lodge 

Lion’s Head
Lion’s Head Beach Motel & Cottages 
Lion’s Head Inn 

Little Current
Foodland 
The Island Jar 
J.A. Rolston Ltd. 

M’Chigeeng
Neon Raven Art Gallery 

Manitowaning
Rainbow Ridge Golf Course 

Markdale
Foodland 
The Market Shoppe 

Meaford
Foodland 
Grandma Lambe’s 
Municipality of Meaford 

Midland
Minds Alive 

Milton
Crawford Lake Conservation Area 
Halton County Radial Railway 
Milton Heights Campground 
Milton Home Hardware Building Centre 
Indira Naidoo-Harris MPP 
Spriggs Insurance Brokers 

Mindemoya
Island Spring Cottages 
Maja’s 
Manitoulin Inn 

Mississauga
S.A.W. Technology 

Moorefield
Mapleton’s Organic 

Niagara Falls
Bird Kingdom 
Stamford Home Hardware 

Niagara-on-the-Lake 
Penner Building Centre (Virgil) 

Oakville
Spriggs Insurance Brokers 
Stanley Stenoff, Centum Total 

Mortgage Services 

Owen Sound
Downtown Owen Sound Visitor Centre 
Foodland 
Grey Sauble Conservation 

Providence Bay
On The Bay Bed & Breakfast 

Red Bay
Evergreen Resort 

Rockwood
Chompin at the Bit Bar & Grille 
Saunders Bakery 

Sheguiandah
Green Acres 

Shelburne
Foodland 

Singhampton
Mylar & Loreta’s Restaurant 

St. Catharines
St. Catharines Museum 
St. Catharines Home Hardware 

Stayner
Foodland 
Spriggs Insurance Brokers 

Stoney Creek
Joanne Gaulton (Royal 

LePage State Realty) 

Terra Cotta
Terra Cotta Inn 

Thornbury
Foodland 
Niagara Escarpment Commission 

Tobermory
Big Tub Harbour Resort 
Foodland 
Golden Gallery 
Grandview Motel 
Land’s End Park 
The Sweet Shop 

Toronto
Escarpment Biosphere Conservancy 
Prime Beef Bistro/Boutique 

Vineland
Grand Oak Culinary Market 
Vineland Home Hardware 

Wainfleet
Ben Berg Farm & Industrial Equip. Ltd. 

Wiarton
Wiarton Home Hardware Building Centre 

Wikwemikong
Wikwemikong Tourism

Acton
Acton Home Hardware  
Tim Hortons
MacKenzie and Chapman 
McDonald’s 
George Wang Photography 

Angus
Spriggs Insurance Brokers 

Beamsville
Hildreth Farm Market 

Brampton
The Apple Factory 

Burlington
Conservation Halton  
Royal Botanical Gardens 
Todd Neff, Edward Jones 

Caledon
Caledon Fireplace 

Caledon East
Prime Beef Bistro/Boutique 

Campbellville
Mountsberg Conservation Area 

Chatsworth
Grandma Lambe’s 

Collingwood
Clerkson’s 
Collingwood Olive Oil Co. 
Georgian Triangle Tourist 

Association 
Minds Alive 
Pretty River Valley Country Inn 
Scandinave Spa 
Scenic Caves 
Summerbound 

Creemore
Creemore Home Hardware 
Foodland 

Dundas
Jax Sweet Shoppe 

Erin
George Paolucci, Edward Jones 
Prime Beef Bistro/Boutique 
Tim Hortons 

Georgetown
Adams Equipment 
Dr. Michael Beier Family & 

Cosmetic Dentistry 
Colin M. Brookes, Edward Jones 
Michael Chong, MP 
Dulux Paints
Foodstuffs 
Genesis Pharmacy 
Georgetown Pharmacy 
Georgetown Yarn 
Heather’s Bakery 
Mimi Keenan (Royal LePage 

Meadowtowne Realty) 
McDonald’s 
Niagara Escarpment Commission 
Red Door Gallery 
Spriggs Insurance Brokers 
Glenn Sproule (iProRealty) 
Sterling Dental 
Stone Edge Estate 
Martha Summers (Royal LePage 

Meadowtowne Realty) 
Tim Hortons
United Lumber Home Hardware 

Building Centre 
Wastewise 
Williams Mill 

Glen Huron
Giffen’s Country Market 

Gore Bay
Timberstone Shores 

Hamilton
Bob Bratina, MP 
David Christopherson, MP 
Coalition on the Niagara Escarpment 
Scott Duvall, MP 
Franjipani 
David Sweet, MP 
Westcliffe Home Hardware 

Hillsburgh
Foodland 

J.M. Davis and Associates Limited, 
Environmental Engineering
www.jmdavis.ca
mike@jmdavis.ca

MAP SPONSORED BY:




